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I became a School Governor back in October 2019 and 

life has decided to throw a lot on my plate since I made 

that decision. The arrival of my little boy 10 weeks earlier 

than expected, and then the well-documented global 

pandemic has made my Governor experience a 

challenge to say the least. However, it is an experience 

I have enjoyed and benefitted hugely from in terms of 

understanding of the school and how it operates. 

 
 
My background:  
 

Originally born in the UK, I grew up in a lovely little picturesque city called Kilkenny in 

the Republic of Ireland. I moved to London to attend the University of Greenwich. I 

loved my time at Greenwich and it is 

where my interest in the Education 

sector truly began. I became an 

elected student representative, 

coordinating campaigns and welfare 

for my Students’ Union. I then went 

on to study at King’s College London 

where I gained my MA in Intelligence 

and International Security. Shortly 

after that, I moved to Horley with my 

partner and our daughter. 
 

 

 School Life 

 

School Life: 

 

Firstly, what a year. When the global pandemic began in March 2020, I don’t think 

anybody thought it would still be the dominant feature of our lives in July 2021. This 

has had such a drastic effect on school life for everybody: governors, parents, 

teachers, and of course, the children.  I know it has been a worrying time for 

everybody but I am continuously impressed by the resilience of our children at the 

 



school. They seem to take the disrupted school attendance in their stride. I definitely 

take strength from the attitude of my daughter to the pandemic. The resilience and 

flexibility of the children is a reflection on the fantastic work of both the school and the 

parents in creating an environment where our children feel safe and secure.  

 

As Governors, it has felt weird to have an entire school year through video 

conferencing. I do miss the buzz of a busy school and the feel you get from visiting. I 

hope that moving forward we can return to a sense of normality, although, I hope as 

a society we can learn lessons from the pandemic, and that the relationship between 

work and home shifts into a healthier space. 

 

The impending summer holidays and the opening up of society provides our children 

with a great opportunity to get out and socialise with their peers in settings that they 

might not be used to given the length of the pandemic. This form of learning and 

interacting can be just as important as numeracy and literacy.  

 

Finally, I want to use this opportunity to thank everybody involved in our school 

community. The leadership team, teachers, teaching assistants, specialists, office 

staff, sunrise and sunset staff, mid-day supervisors, parents, my fellow governors, the 

Friends, and the parents, you all play an integral role in the shaping of young lives. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


