
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Thursday 4th March 2021 
Dear Parents,  
 
 

We hope you have had a lovely half term and are enjoying the lighter mornings and warmer weather which is 
slowly creeping in! The staff in school are busying themselves away to get things ready for the wider re-opening 
next week and lots of children on the Weekly Smile have shown how excited they are for their return to school. 
The information in today’s newsletter will hopefully give you some added assurances around our measures in school 
and how everyone within the Horley Infant School family is being kept as safe as possible.  
Our staggered drop off and pick ups remain and we would like to remind everyone that the  
one way system must be followed, particularly now that we have more people on site.  
Masks are required during drop off and pick up, even if you have already been vaccinated,  
unless you are exempt from wearing one. 
 

Year Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Class Bumblebee Butterfly Ladybird Raven Barn Owl Eagle Kestrel Octopus Narwhal Otter 

Bubble 
Times 

9:00 – 
3:00 

9:00 – 
3:00 

9:00 – 
3:00 

8:50 – 
2:50 

9:10 – 
3:10 

9:10 – 
3:10 

8:50 – 
2:50 

8:50 – 
2:50 

9:00 – 
3:00 

8:50 – 
2:50 

 

We will notify all parents about a positive case within school via Studybugs but we will make sure confidentiality 
remains so that individuals cannot be identified. In this notification, it will tell you whether your child needs to be  

collected from school and begin a period of ten day isolation as they may have been a close 
contact of an infectious individual or whether they can continue to come to school as they 
weren’t identified as a close contact. Some general information about school as of 8th March: 
 

- Children in Reception will have their lunch in the hall on “class tables” which are 2m away from each other. Year 
1 & 2 children will continue to have their lunch in their classrooms 

- Bookbags will only need to come to school on Mondays and Fridays. We will continue to give children zippy 
wallets with reading books in on a Monday and hope to be able to offer another wallet on Fridays for weekend 
reading (depending on number of books available in school). We also strongly encourage continued use of Bug 
Club.  

- If your child is bringing a packed lunch into school, we encourage the use of a disposable bag/containers/cutlery 
rather than lunchboxes but either is suitable. 

- Children in all year groups will remain in class bubbles and not year group bubbles and this includes children 
playing outside at playtime and lunchtime as we have staggered playtimes and zoned areas of the playground. 

- If there is a positive case identified within school, the individual bubble and close contacts will resume remote 
learning. In these circumstances, we will provide printed resources as before and tasks will be uploaded to our 
website / Tapestry / Seesaw. 

- For children who have to self-isolate due to a household member having tested positive for COVID-19, there will 
be “household isolation learning packs” available on our school website each half term. If/when this happens, we 
will give you more information and direction to support you.  

- Some individual staff members will be covering in classes across different bubbles. Whilst we aim to provide a 48 
hour ‘circuit break’ between the classes they cover, this isn’t always possible. Again, this falls in line with the 
DFE’s guidance for schools. 

- The only time children will mix in a year group is during Sunrise & Sunset club as we do not have staffing capacity 
to run individual bubbles. This falls in line with the DFE’s guidance for childcare providers and the Sunrise & 
Sunset groups are as follows: 
 

Reception 
Year 1 (A) 

Eagles & Kestrels 
Year 1 (B) 

Ravens & Barn Owls 
Year 2 

Bumblebees  
(Rotated rooms – please look 

out for the labelled doorbell) 

(Rotated rooms – please look 

out for the labelled doorbell) 

(Rotated rooms – please look 

out for the labelled doorbell) 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963510/2020208_actions_for_early_years_and_childcare_providers.pdf


 
 

 
Rules! Rules! Rules! 
We know that some of the rules are complicated and some are changing as part of the roadmap. Some of the key 
issues we see are around children meeting other families and confusion around childcare and support bubbles. 
Please read the following information carefully:  

 
From the 8th March, you will be allowed to spend time in outdoor public spaces 
(such as the A23 Rec) on your own, with one other person, or with your household 
or support bubble only. This means you can sit down for a drink or picnic.  
However, you and your child must continue to maintain social distance 
from those outside of your household.  

 
Childcare bubbles work differently to support bubbles. Please follow the hyperlink for 
the official government information and see a brief summary below: 
 
Childcare Bubbles 
A childcare bubble is where one household links with one other household to provide 
informal childcare (unpaid and unregistered) to anyone under 14. All adults in both households must agree to this 
arrangement and you can only use a childcare bubble for childcare; you cannot use a childcare bubble for the 
adults to mix together within another household. If any member of your childcare bubble develops COVID-19 
symptoms, your household must isolate until a negative test result comes back or the ten day isolation period has 
passed.  
 
Support Bubbles 
Only certain circumstances allow for support bubbles to be formed and the two households are then treated as 
one household. As these are treated as one household, you do not need to socially distance from the others within 
that household. If any member of your support bubble develops COVID-19 symptoms, your household must isolate 
until a negative test result comes back or the ten-day isolation period has passed. 
 
If we believe that you or your family may be putting other members of our school family at unnecessary risk by 
not following the national guidelines, we may speak to you on an individual basis to gain clarity around your actions. 
We do not want to seem accusatory; please just understand that we want to ensure our school community remains 
as safe as possible during these times.  
 
LFD Tests Orders 
Staff in primary schools have been able to opt in to twice weekly Lateral Flow Device testing for COVID-19 to try 
and slow the spread of the virus within the 1 in 3 people who contract COVID-19 but are asymptomatic. The 
government has now widened this so that families who have children who attend a primary or secondary school 
can also get LFD test kits to check for asymptomatic household members. Please click/tap here to find out more 
information about the scheme and click/tap here to order your free LFD test kits here.  
 
Parent consultations 
We will be holding parent consultations via telephone in the same style as the autumn term and these will take 
place during the week beginning 29th March. We will be sending out a message via Studybugs to you all next week 
with more information about how you can book your 30 minute “window” for your ten minute phone-call 
consultation. Please do sign up as it will be a great opportunity to discuss with your child’s class teacher about their 
current strengths and then discuss ways in which both home and school can support your child moving forwards.  
 
World Book Day 
Across the globe, World Book Day is being celebrated today on Thursday 4th March. We have decided to postpone 
our school celebrations of World Book Day until the summer term where we can link it to the summer reading 
challenge. We will, however, be sending home your child’s book voucher on Monday 8th March so you can exchange 
it for the ‘World Book Day Book’ or put it towards the price of another book. We will send more details about this 
in the next term.  

 
 

Can I meet friends at 

the park? 

Can I see/socialise 

with those in my 

childcare bubble? 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-childcare-bubble-with-another-household#if-someone-in-your-childcare-bubble-develops-coronavirus-symptoms-or-tests-positive
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-support-bubble-with-another-household#who-can-make-a-support-bubble
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-support-bubble-with-another-household#who-can-make-a-support-bubble
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?utm_source=1%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?utm_source=1%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/order-lateral-flow-kits/condition


 
 

Happy School Bag 
On Wednesday 31st March, the Friends of 
Horley Infant School have organised a clothing 
collection at school. The Happy School Bag 
Company will collect bags of the following 
items and for each kilogram of goods collected, 
the school will be given a financial contribution. 
So, if during the latest lockdown you’ve had a 
good clear out of old clothes, please bring 
them along to school at drop off (8:50 – 9:20) 
on Monday 29th March, Tuesday 30th March or Wednesday 31st March. We will be setting up some gazebos on the 
grassy area at the front of our school and Mr Ratcliffe our new Premises Manager will show you where to leave 
your donations. More information will come out next week but we wanted to give you the heads up early enough! 
 
Red Nose Day 
On Friday 19th March we will be celebrating Red Nose Day! There is a suggested donation of £1 and children can 
come into school in non-uniform. It would be lovely if your child could wear something red or have red accessories 
/ hair bands / face paint / hair – go wild!  
 

Baby News! 
And of course the most exciting part comes at the end…! Mrs. Henty has 
welcomed a beautiful baby boy, Elijah, to the world on the 22nd February 
at 3pm (what a perfect time for a teacher’s baby to be born!). Both Mum 
and Elijah are doing well and we’re sure you’d agree with us that he is a 
right cutie! 
 
Mr. J. Walters 
Headteacher 
  

 

Take care, stay kind and keep safe 
 
 

https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19
mailto:covid@horley.surrey.sch.uk

