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Wider Re-opening of Schools 

 
Monday 22nd February 2021 

 
Dear Parents,  
 
We hope you have all had a restful half term break and that you are all keeping well at home. Once again, 
I’m sure there are mixed feelings following tonight’s announcement that all children will return to school on 
Monday 8th March 2021 but I wanted to let you know what our school’s position is following tonight’s 
government announcement. 
 
Our entire team of staff have been working hard throughout the year to support children who are either 
learning remotely whilst at home or for those who are accessing the critical worker and vulnerable child 
provision in school. We have spent part of our INSET day planning and preparing for the next few weeks 
and will continue to work behind the scenes to ensure there is a smooth transition to return to a full opening 
on Monday 8th March. As I’m sure many of you are aware, the message that schools have been “closed” has 
been somewhat misleading as our school has been open for many children who are vulnerable or who have 
parents who are critical workers. For children who are at home, staff have been working to support remote 
provision and offer any support which may be required.  
 
Whilst many of the preparations for the wider re-opening can run alongside the provision we are currently 
offering, we will need to close early on Friday 5th March. This means that there will be a reduced offer for 
those currently accessing in school provision on Friday 5th March, only. Unfortunately, there will be no Sunset 
option available on this day and bubble times will be as follows: 
 
Friday 5th March  Sun & Ottewhal Bubble:   8:50 – 1:20 
Friday 5th March   Octonar, Sparkle & Shine Bubble:  9:00 – 1:30 
Friday 5th March   Earth & Moon Bubble:    9:10 – 1:40 
 
This earlier finish will allow school staff to reorganise classrooms and to smoothly transition from Critical 
Worker & Vulnerable Child provision to class-based provision as well as allow for additional signage, cleaning 
and adjustments to be made in relation to our risk assessment. Similarly, it will allow our Sunrise & Sunset 
group to re-establish registers, re-organise resources and ensure provision is ready as of Monday 8th March.   
 
As a result, Horley Infant School will be open for all children as of Monday 8th March. If you need 
to update your Sunrise or Sunset requests, please do so directly with Karen Hutchings. If you are electing to 
keep your child at home as of Monday 8th March, please note that our remote learning offer will not be 
reflective of the offer that is currently available due to the number of children who will be attending school 
and our staffing capacity upon a wider re-opening.  
 
We will be sending out more information in due course about how the school will be organised as of Monday 
8th March and how Bubbles will operate within the wider re-opening. Please note that the staggered start 
and finish times that were previously in operation will continue to be used and we will send more information 
out via Studybugs in due course. 
 
Our very best wishes, 
 
Mr. J. Walters, Headteacher   

Take care, stay kind and keep safe 
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