
 A Note from the Governors  

 Spring 2021 Update  
  

Meet the Governors 
  

Lynne Geary 

Co-opted Governor 

 

I joined the Governing Body in October 2016 as a parent governor, when both my boys were at 
Horley Infant School. At the end of the 2018/19 academic year, my youngest left the school and I 
was asked to stay on as a co-opted Governor. I am currently link Governor to Ms Carliell for the 
Strategic Development Pillar looking at the school’s curriculum intent and Early Years link Governor 
to Mrs Read. 
 
My background:  
 
I read Audio-Visual Media Studies with Business at the University of 
Central Lancaster and Financial Management at Robert Gordon 
University.  After University, I qualified as a Chartered Public Finance 
Accountant and worked for over ten years within Local Government 
Finance.  After the birth of my second son, I left Local Government 
and set up my own business as a Graphic Designer/Web designer. I 
have used the knowledge gained as a web designer to help Horley 
Infant School with their recent website re-design. 
 
As a result of my time as Governor and parent helper at Horley Infant 
School, I have developed a genuine love of school life and last year made the major decision to 
close down my business and retrain as a teacher. Following my teacher training, I have secured a 
job as Year 1 teacher and am currently juggling teaching my own class remotely and helping my 
own boys with their home learning. 
 

 

 School Life 
 

School Life: 

 

This has certainly been a year full of unique challenges for every single member of the Horley Infant 

School family and I am sure you will join us in thanking all the staff for their hard work and support 

they have provided during this difficult time. 

 

As a Governing body, we have continued to meet remotely over Microsoft Teams to support and 

monitor decisions being made by the Senior Leadership Team throughout 2020/21. While most 

Governor meetings are planned well in advance, it is sometimes necessary for us to meet at short 

notice in order to respond quickly to changing circumstances. Over the Christmas period there was 

growing uncertainty over whether school would re-open in the New Year and 

as Unions started to raise concerns of school safety, it was necessary for us 

to convene an emergency meeting. After full inspection of the revised risk 

assessment and listening to the valid concerns of staff and the parents 

community, it was agreed by all that the school would open at the start of term, 

with increased safety measures put in place.  Unfortunately, the Government 

decision to lockdown on the 5th January meant your children only returned for 

one day and have now returned to home learning. As a Governing body, we have been incredibly 

impressed with the way the school have responded to such changing circumstances and continued 

 

 



to explore the best method for delivering home learning to all children. We know they have worked 

extremely hard to provide a home learning solution that works for everyone, whether that is 

launching new home learning platforms (Seesaw and Tapestry), printing off packs, or just being at 

the end of the phone for a chat.  

 

As a Governing body, we would also like to thank all families for their continued support and say a 

huge well done to all the children who continue to stay positive and engage with their home learning 

on a regular basis. 

 

As well as acting as a ‘critical friend’ while the school responds to 

the current lockdown, the Governing Body has continued with its 

other responsibilities. This includes meeting virtually with the key 

members of staff we are individually linked to, in order to review 

progress within the School Development Plan or monitor the 

curriculum and attend finance committee meetings to approve 

budgets and review policies. We also attend regular training events 

and have organised a Full Governor Safeguarding session for early 

February. 

 

Hopefully, with the warmer spring weather approaching and the good news surrounding the vaccine 

rollout programme, we can all look forward to getting back into school soon and some sort of 

normality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


