
 
 

 
 
 
 

Monday 9th November 2020 
Dear Parents,  
 

Well…! I don’t suppose much surprises anyone at the moment but here we are within ‘Lockdown 2.0’. We just 
wanted to give you an update with regards to how these changes affect our school and to also give you some brief 
updates regarding life at Horley Infants. As we have said before, we are all in the same storm but we are in 
different boats. As a result, if you need additional help or support because of this second lockdown, we strongly 
encourage you to access any support you may need via the “NHS Mental Wellbeing Whilst Staying at Home” website 
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/  
 
National Lockdown 
You may have noticed that some staff are wearing face coverings within the corridors and at the classroom door. 
The updated guidance states that schools have discretion for staff and visitors to wear face coverings in communal 
areas or where close contact from adult : adult may take place. We are still encouraging as much distance as 
possible between adult : adult interactions which is why we ask that you continue to message in to your year group 
email address if you have any questions or concerns. Our Sunrise & Sunset club continues to stay in operation as 
this is primarily in place to allow for parents to work, seek work or to take part in education/training themselves. 
 

It is essential that families also follow these rules: 
 

- Follow the one way system and only wait in the areas that were signposted to you in your class’ original booklet; 
this is so that adult face : face contact is minimised. These booklets will be reissued to some classes where 
there are concerns around the lack of social distancing / following of systems put in place on the playground. 

- At drop off, please make sure your child waits with you and quietly. Due to staggered starts, some classes may 
have already begun their learning for the day and due to needing to keep windows open for ventilation, noisy 
playgrounds can be distracting for them. 

- Do not come to school any earlier than your allocated pick up/drop off time. If you have to arrive earlier, there 
is a “waiting zone” which can be found on the rear playground outside the school hall. 

- At pick up time, once you have collected your child, please leave the school premises as quickly as possible. Do 
not allow your child to access school resources including the adventure trail, the shelter or any playground toys. 

- Do not meet up / allow playdates with others including those within the class bubble; household mixing is not 
allowed. The exception to this is where informal childcare has been arranged in relation to having to work and 
in which case, both sets of parents would not be present. 

- Follow all the government guidance. If we have witnessed or have reason to believe that you are putting children 
or staff in school at unnecessary risk, we will discuss our concerns with you. 

- Keep a close eye on Studybugs. If we have to close a bubble and initiate home-learning for the bubble for 14 
days, we will inform you as quickly as possible via Studybugs. 

 
School Ventilation 
In light of current research, there is increasing evidence that the coronavirus is spread through the air, especially 
in indoor spaces. Scientists now openly acknowledge the role played by the transmission of aerosols – tiny 
contagious particles exhaled by an infected person that remain suspended in the air of an indoor environment. The 
advice given is to keep rooms as well ventilated as possible. We have already been doing this but as the weather 
becomes increasingly colder, we are aware that it would be safer and more practical if children were able to wear 
more clothes to school. In the first instance we would like to make sure that all children have their school uniform 
top layer of jumper, fleece or cardigan available in school at all times. 
 

If your child is particularly susceptible to cold weather, then a base layer of thermals, vest, or t-shirt might be 
useful, too. Whilst the heating will be on to warm the building both before the day starts and throughout the day, 
the need for constant ventilation of classrooms means that the effectiveness of the heating system throughout the 
day is compromised. We have thermometers in three areas of the classroom to monitor the ambient temperature 
and to make sure that there is a fine balance between ventilation and comfort. We would therefore make sure that 
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the temperature does not drop into the “discomfort/cold” category. As ever, we ask that all items of clothing are 
clearly named – we recycled a huge amount of uniform before the half term break that was not labelled.  
 
Studybugs 
Please, please, please, can I ask once again that if you have a message for school that is not linked to illness, you 
do not use Studybugs to message in as the system is very un-user friendly for incoming messages which aren’t 
linked to illness. Parents are becoming frustrated that messages are not being acknowledge/replied to and we have 
had a number of enquiries which have been missed. These enquiries often relate to things like uniform / poppies 
/ spellings / changes to people picking up their child etc. As we have mentioned before, the best way to get in 
touch with us is via email. For general school enquiries, please email us at info@horley.surrey.sch.uk or for specific 
questions regarding your child’s class or their learning, please email your child’s year group email address.  
 
Christmas 
As many of you will know, Christmas is one of my favourite times of the year. So much so, that I have had my 
Christmas tree up once already in August this year…! I will, of course, be donning my usual Christmas suits and I 
will be dressed up as the Horley Infant School Elf on Christmas Party Day! However, this year, we have had to 
make some really difficult decisions associated with Christmas. As I have said to many, this year is about pressing 
“pause” to some of our school traditions in the interest of pupil, staff and community safety. We are sure that one 
day we will be able to press “play” again and bring alive some of our most loved events. 
 

For Christmas 2020 we will not be taking part in any nativity performances. We have a reputation for having the 
most inclusive nativity performances with all children taking a part in some shape or form. We know that some 
other schools have opted to record performances this year but we have decided against this for a variety of reasons. 
Firstly, many of the children have missed out on valuable learning time and the time required to prepare for a 
performance is vast; this time is going to be well used in helping the children fill the gaps in their lost-learning. 
Secondly, for some children in school, being recorded would potentially segregate them from their class as they 
are unable to be filmed for a variety of reasons. Thirdly, if bubbles or individuals are required to self-isolate, much 
of the preparations and efforts would be futile. And lastly, and perhaps most importantly, we firmly believe that 
the most magical part of watching a nativity production is having your child wave at you throughout the entire 
performance… giggling to yourself when you notice the wise men in the corner of the stage ‘Dad Dancing’… or 
even welling up when you feel the enchanted aura of an entire room as a five year old sings their first ever solo. 
We will be back with a bang for Nativity 2021 and look forward to seeing tinsel halos, tea-towels and dressing-
gowns when we do! 
 

Each year we give Royal Mail a run for their money too with our internal postal service. Due to preserving our 
bubbles, each class will have its own “postbox” but cards will only be able to be exchanged with others in your 
child’s class; there won’t be the option of sending cards to children in other classes internally within school. Cards 
can be brought in from Tuesday 1st December and last post will be on Friday 11th December. We will then quarantine 
the cards until Friday 18th December when they will come home with your child.    
 
Fire Drill 
It is still a requirement that schools undertake fire drills to ensure children and staff know how to respond in the 
event of a fire. Today, all children will join a live assembly in their classrooms via Microsoft Teams around fire 
safety in school. Within this assembly, the fire bell will be set for 10 seconds and children in Reception will evacuate 
the school and practice lining up at their evacuation point as they have never taken part in a fire drill before. For 
children in Year 1 and 2, they will be assured that it is a practice for Reception and not a real fire. Year 1 and 2 
children will listen again to a pre-recording of the fire bell later on in the week and practice their evacuation 
procedure at a time which is convenient for them. This is to ensure that we do not have the entire school in close 
proximity of each other whilst evacuating the building for a drill. The reason we are sharing this information with 
you is in case your child mentions the fire bell and also in case there is any confusion as to why they may tell you 
they heard the fire bell today but did not evacuate the building! 
 

Take care, stay kind and keep safe. 
Mr. J. Walters, Headteacher 

  

mailto:info@horley.surrey.sch.uk

