
 
 

HORLEY INFANT SCHOOL 
Lumley Road, Horley, Surrey, RH6 7JF 

Tel: 01293 782263   Fax: 01293 822425 

Email:  info@horley.surrey.sch.uk    Web: www.horley.surrey.sch.uk 
Headteacher: Mr Jason Walters 

 
Sunday 3rd January 2021 

Dear families, 

This is to inform you that Horley Infant School will be open for all children for face-to-face learning as normal 

on Monday 4th January. I am certain that this information will result in a number of different responses and 

I am acutely aware that this resembles a game of “heroes and villains”. To some, this decision will be seen 

as heroic and to others it will appear villainous but please be assured that, once again, we are making difficult 

decisions based on the information, constraints and restrictions which are in place. We strongly urge you to 

do the same, too. As everyone will have a different feeling or response based on this, I have tried to give 

some more information under the following headings based on the enquiries I have received so far. 

When should I not send my child into school? 

- If anyone in your child’s household or support bubble is displaying symptoms of COVID-19 or has 

received a positive test result (including your child) 

- If your child has: 

▪ a dry, persistent cough 

▪ a temperature of 37.8 degree or higher (this is still the case if it is now lower than 37.8 degrees 

for any reason including taking medication)  

▪ A sudden loss of taste or smell 

- If your child has a headache, fatigue or nausea. Although these are not currently recognised as 

primary symptoms shown within adults who have COVID-19, these are common symptoms in younger 

children and therefore extreme caution should be taken in these circumstances.  

- For any of the above scenarios, you must email our dedicated COVID-19 email address as well as 

inform us via Studybugs  

What will be different? 

The leadership team in school are considering a number of changes which will add to the already strong list 

of measures put in place to ensure the greatest level of safety for your child, our staff and the schools’ 

families. It is essential that it is understood that these do not necessarily mean that COVID-19 will be 

inpenetrable to our school. We are simply doing all that we can to minimise the likelihood and the impact of 

if/when this happens. 

Some immediate changes will include: 

- School staff wearing masks, visors or other PPE for longer periods of the day  

- Close proximity interventions no longer taking place in their usual manner 

- Parents who do not wear a mask, linger on the playground or arrive too early or do not socially distance 

may be challenged to establish reasons. 

- Disposable packed lunches to be provided for children where possible 

- Greater ventilation in classrooms which will likely result in lower indoor temperatures – please ensure your 

child is suitably dressed in named layers 

- Home School Link Books will no longer be checked in school. Please use the info@horley.surrey.sch.uk 

email address to get in contact with school for general/urgent enquiries and use the Reception, Year 1 or 

Year 2 email addresses for all specific pupil/learning based enquiries.  
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We will be reviewing these measures on a daily basis and making further ammendments to timetabling and 

structures of provision. If further changes are required which we feel you should be aware of, we will 

communicate these with you as soon as is reasonably practicable. 

Will this change in the future? Could the school change to just critical worker and vulnerable 

child provision? 

This is a rapidly changing situation and parents should be putting plans in place in the event that central 

government place Surrey primary schools within the list of local authorities which will move to remote learning 

for all children except critical workers’/vulnerable children. 

As it stands, the only reason Surrey wasn’t on this list is because the NHS has not yet reached a “critical 

level” within the local area. There are over 200 cases within East Surrey Hospital of COVID-19 and these are 

rising. There are currently more cases within the hospital than there were in the first peak. Half of the beds 

have been converted to ITUs and there is an expectation that the hospitals locally are becoming increasingly 

closer to reaching critical levels. If they do reach critical levels, schools will be expected to move to remote 

learning for all but critical worker/vulnerable children.  

What if I don’t want to send my child in because I don’t think it is safe? 

We understand and appreciate that families have very personal and varying circumstances. Household 

members or those living within attached support bubbles may have underlying health conditions which mean 

they are more vulnerable if they were to contract COVID-19. The new variant is indeed “new” and there is 

still much to learn about its transmissibility and longer lasting effects. We understand that families have to 

make decisions which are best for them and we support you in doing so. We ask that you keep us informed 

via Studybugs and our dedicated covid@horley.surrey.sch.uk email address of your child’s absence due to 

anxiety around COVID-19. Our school’s position is that if you have a legitimate reason for this level of anxiety, 

you will not be penalised by the implementation of a fine due to absence. 

However, the most difficult aspect of this is that due to electing to not send your child into school, we are 

not in a position to provide remote learning. I appreciate this may present challenges to you but we are only 

in a position to be able to provide remote learning for children who are having to self-isolate due to their 

own or household member having symptoms/testing positive for COVID-19. If the government directive 

changes and we are required to move to face-to-face learning for critical worker and vulnerable children 

only, we will begin providing remote learning for all other children. Regardless, we will be sending out topic 

webs for the upcoming term to give an indication as to the current focus of learning and encourage families 

to make the most of Bug Club, White Rose Maths, Purple Mash and Oak National Academy Learning as well 

as previously provided packs/resources.  

I have messaged the school about my concerns but haven’t had a reply 

Please do understand that we appreciate your concerns and will endeavour to respond to each concern 

individually. Due to the sheer number of enquiries we are experiencing, there may be a delay in someone 

getting back in touch with you but they will do so as soon as possible. Thank you for your patience with this.  

What happens if there is a positive case within school? Will bubbles close? And will there be 

critical worker or vulnerable child provision? 

If there is a positive case in school, we follow strict guidelines and protocols. Depending on the timeframe 

and type of possible contact, the following measures could take place: 

- Bubbles remain open (due to no contact within 48 hours of the positive case)  

- Individual class closes (due to proximity contacts) 

- Whole year group closes (due to proximity contacts) 

- Whoe school closes (due to proximity contacts or number of confirmed cases is classed as an 

“outbreak”) 
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In the event of a closure based on a positive covid case for an individual class, whole year group or the whole 

school, there will not be provision available for face-to-face learning for vulnerable children or children of 

critical workers. This is in line with the government directive.  

I am so very sorry that today’s letters are the first two letters you have received to signify the “New Year”. 

Once again I am incredibly grateful of the supportive messages I have received from parents which recognise 

the difficult position schools which are remaining open in Tier 4 are being put in. In no other workplace would 

there be an expectation to spend such a large amount of time with the same number of individuals without 

social distancing or PPE or access to regular testing or a priority place for vaccination.  

I often refer to the staff, children and parents as members of our “school family”. I do this because our 

school prides itself on our family feel and I see my colleagues and your children as an extension of my own 

family. I know their quirks, I know what makes them tick and I know what ticks them off…! Our staff are 

understandably incredibly anxious and nervous about what they are being asked to do. I therefore ask that 

as they open the door on Monday morning with a smile on their face, hiding their fears and worries from you 

and your child, that you continue to treat them with respect and kindness. The best way in which you can 

do this is to strictly follow the Tier 4 restrictions so that we can bring the infection rates down and edge 

ourselves closer to returning to a more familiar and recognisable world. 

My very best wishes, as always, 

 

Mr. J. Walters 

 

Headteacher 

 

 

Take care, stay kind and keep safe 
 


