
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Tuesday 26th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
 

It seems hard to find the right words at the moment... I don’t know about 
you but the dark days and the cold weather can sometimes make it really 
hard to find the motivation and “get up and go” at the moment. What has 
made it easier, however, is seeing the lovely photos of home learning taking 
place, the occasional socially distanced catch up as parents collect home 
learning packs and the lovely messages we have received. I can’t begin to 
tell you just how much we miss you all and the children, too.  
 
Home Learning 
This week we have launched some new home learning platforms for children 
in Year 1 (Seesaw) and Year 2 (Tapestry)! We are very excited as we hope 
it will really strengthen our home learning offer alongside the printed packs 
and reading books which will still be made available each week. We have an 
updated Remote Learning Policy which is displayed on our school website. This has more information about what 
to expect and how we have come to make certain decisions about our remote learning offer.  
 

Just a general reminder that we have a school YouTube channel which has a number of different videos 
including keep fit, sing-a-longs and also bedtime stories read by school staff! Just search for “Horley 
Infant School” or click/tap on the YouTube icon to watch our videos! Another resource 

which you might find useful is the Oxford Reading Owl which has a number of Biff, Chip & Kipper books 
and other familiar favourites linked to the children’s book bands or age. Click/tap on the picture of the 
owl to take a look! 
 
Weekly Smile 
As of next week, we are hoping to introduce a “Weekly Smile” social call via Microsoft Teams and led by myself. 
The purpose of this is to have a relaxed social time where the children in each class can see each other and see 
some familiar faces. We will tell jokes, play some games, pretend to be animals – just have a bit of a laugh really! 
Some families have already started “virtual play dates” which is such a great idea and we hope this will help to 
inject a bit of fun into the lockdown. A separate letter has been attached giving more information about Teams. 
Some of you have already given consent due to the other support you may be receiving from school but all those 
who haven’t already but who wish to “opt in” will need to give consent first.  
 

Weekly Smile Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3:45 – 4:00 Octopus Narwhals Barn Owls Kestrels Butterflies 

4:15 – 4:30 Otters Ravens Eagles Ladybirds Bumblebees 

 
 
Studybugs Messages 
Just another friendly reminder that Studybugs should only be used for incoming messages and for reporting 
absence (you can still continue to report your child’s illnesses whilst you’re at home but this is completely optional). 
Some parents are still sending messages in to school/replying via Studybugs and these are unfortunately sometimes 
getting missed.  
 

https://horley.surrey.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Remote-Learning-Policy-V2.pdf
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9eLbZWtdOrJNPwlFIcjsHw/playlists


 
 

General school enquiries 
Covid related messages  

(including test result and symptom 
/ self-isolation information) 

Pupil specific enquiries e.g. 
Tapestry / Bug Club / Seesaw / 

replying to a message 

info@horley.surrey.sch.uk covid@horley.surrey.sch.uk 
reception@horley.surrey.sch.uk 

year1@horley.surrey.sch.uk 
year2@horley.surrey.sch.uk 

 
Rapid Testing in Schools 
As of this week, all school staff have the option of “opting in” to twice weekly lateral flow device COVID-19 testing 
in school. The aim of the community testing is to help identify the 1 in 3 adults who are positive for COVID-19 but 
who are asymptomatic and to get them to self-isolate so that there is a break in transmission. There will be 
implications around Critical Worker and Vulnerable Child bubbles which are in school as these may have to 
temporarily close if the staff member tests positive using a lateral flow device test and must then organise a PCR 
test. Please make sure you are keeping a close eye on Studybugs as we will keep you posted regularly through 
online messages.  
 
COVID-19 Procedures etc 
The school continues to be open for children of Critical Workers and for Vulnerable Children. The latest government 
statistics state that secondary schools in England are currently operating at 5% of their usual number on roll and 
primaries have 20% of their usual number on roll. Currently, we have 35% of our current roll taking up a critical 
worker/vulnerable child place in school. The guidance states that being a critical worker enables you to be eligible 
and not entitled to a space; therefore, if you are able to keep your child at home, you should. We have capped our 
bubbles in school to a maximum of 15 children in on one day at a time per bubble. This allows for greater social 
distancing and for the overall risk level on our risk assessment to be within an acceptable level. Adults have been 
timetabled to either support in bubbles in school or to support the remote provision for children at home. Where 
adults are working in school bubbles, they are leaving a 48 hour “window” in order to make sure that they do not 
close multiple bubbles if they test positive for COVID-19. It is essential that all families using the current school 
service refer to the national rules and restrictions so that they don’t put other children, staff or families at any 
unnecessary risk.  
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COVID-19 Alerts 
As with all schools, the effect of COVID-19 has resulted in bubble closures and staff absence. This was particularly 
prevalent over the Christmas holidays but luckily, so far, we have only had to close one bubble at Horley Infant 
School due to close contacts with a positive case within the infectious period. In order to provide greater clarity, 
we have decided to inform the whole school of any bubble closures which take place, even if your child’s bubble is 
not affected. The identification of infectious individuals will remain anonymous but we hope this will help families 
to make their own individual choices around whether they would like to continue sending their child in to school 
for Critical Worker / Vulnerable Child provision or when the wider re-opening of school takes place. 
 

Half Term & Return to School 
As things stand, we have had no information or updates regarding the Government’s plans for when schools will 
return to being fully open. We would just like to remind families that we find out the government’s plans at exactly 
the same time as you – there is no secret email that we receive beforehand! For each national update, I sit with 
my laptop on ready to draft the latest parent update based on the current situation and how the school is going to 
respond to it. As soon as we receive any information, you will be the first to know. There are also currently no 
plans for the school to be open over the half term holiday and we will keep you updated if that is due to change. 
Please do note that we have changed our INSET day from Friday 12th February to Monday 22nd February.  
 

You’re Doing Great! 
During this national lockdown, there feels like there is a real step back from the community comradery and gratitude 
that was seen last March. The Thursday 8 o’clock clap for the NHS, the money raised from Captain Tom and the 
kerbside VE Day celebrations seem like a lifetime ago and I suppose the weather certainly helped with keeping our 
spirits up and being “alone but together”. This time round, I imagine many of you are experiencing “COVID fatigue” 
as the light at the end of the tunnel doesn’t ever appear to get much bigger or brighter. Or when it does, something 
happens which seems to shrink it once again.  
 

This is just your daily reminder that you are all amazing! Juggling work with 
parenting and home learning and keeping your own mental health and spirits 
up is an enormous challenge. There is a government expectation that schools 
with Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 set a minimum of 3 hours of learning each 
day. There is a school expectation that you only ever do your best and that 
you always put your and your child’s health and sanity first. If you are able to 
do five hours of learning and send us photos of the completed tasks that have 
been set then that’s great! If through juggling working from home, supporting 
your child’s siblings, helping loved ones with food shopping and medical care 
you can just about fit in 30 minutes then that’s great, too! We will always be 
an advocate for children’s education and encourage you to support as much as 

you can… but only if you are in a place where you are able to do so. As we have said many times before, we are 
all in the same storm but we certainly aren’t all in the same boat. Some days I feel like I’m on a sturdy P&O Ferry 
and other days I feel like I’m on the raft that Tom Hanks built for him and Wilson on Cast Away!  
 

Thanks a Million  
I have received a number of emails and messages from parents thanking school staff for their hard work during 
this pandemic. These messages are very much appreciated by every different member of staff who are working 
tirelessly to keep the enthusiasm and motivation going in school… from cleaners to caterers and clerks and from 
premises manager to P.E specialists, the positive feedback really helps to boost morale. I plan to put together a 
"Thanks a Million" board with these messages of thanks and appreciation from parents, children and members of 
the community and eventually this will be part of the Horley Infant School record of the pandemic.  
As with many other jobs, the day to day role of our teaching staff is almost unrecognisable compared to how it 
was this time last year. We have turned our hands to recording lessons, Teams meets, online learning platforms, 
how to guides, virtual meetings – and many other things! If you would like to send us any feedback you can use 
the anonymous poll here. A more detailed feedback form specifically to do with remote learning will follow soon. 
 
Lastly, it may feel like it’s all doom and gloom at the moment but here are some “happy news” stories which have 
taken place during the global pandemic to remind us that when it is dark, we must always look for stars.  
 
Take care, stay kind and keep safe      Mr. J. Walters, Headteacher 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lA12Tu1PeUmjaSdaN1tmRV-qVN3MJp1JilSKf9ofPTJUMDFBSVhBSjgxWTVOUE44WDVSMUFQOFJWOC4u


 
 

 
 
 
 
 


