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Monday 4th January 2021 
Dear families, 
 
The news tonight will no doubt have come as a real blow to many of you. Please be assured that nobody at 
Horley Infant School wants schools to close for most children or believes that closing schools is in the best 
interest of children’s learning and social and emotional development. However, we are in agreement that 
closing schools is the safest option in terms of preserving health over the next few months until we are closer 
to having more vulnerable people vaccinated and the infection rates have reduced and at this stage, this has 
to be the priority.  
 
Critical Worker & Vulnerable Children (CW/VC) 
School will be open for critical worker and vulnerable children only as of Tuesday 5th January 2021. Those 
who have already requested Sunrise & Sunset as CW/VC will still be able to access this provision. At 7:55pm 
this evening, I downloaded the Microsoft Form information which parents were asked to fill out in December. 
Any additions which were made after 8pm tonight will not be added to the registers for Tuesday 5th January. 
This is so we can properly assess the impact on staffing capacity and therefore carefully balance support for 
critical worker and vulnerable children in smaller classes and also begin to plan how we can ensure staff are 
available to support remote learning for those who aren’t in school. I have already messaged individuals who, 
at this early stage, filled out the form but unfortunately do not qualify for a CW/VC space within school. If you 
have not received a message from me, it is 99% likely that you will have a place for tomorrow. I will send out 
individual letters later this evening confirming your child’s place but please note, with already 98 requests in 
school, this will be a lengthy administrative process. Your child will go to their usual classroom tomorrow. 
 
All other children 
The children who do not qualify for a critical worker or vulnerable child (CW/VC) space will move to remote 
learning. The briefing suggested that this is likely to take place until February half term.  
 
Reception: As of tomorrow, there will be a number of tasks made available on Tapestry for children to 
complete at home. This is designed to give children a “2 day emergency pack” whilst we put other plans in 
place for more long-term remote learning provision. This same pack will be made available as a printed copy 
in the red plastic pockets which are outside the main school entrance. Please look carefully for the correct 
year group and ensure you socially distance whilst waiting to pick up a pack. Packs will be made available 
from 9:30am. 
 
Year 1 & 2: As of tomorrow, a “2 day emergency pack” will be uploaded to the year group page of our website 
to ensure families have some resources and tasks to support remote learning on a temporary basis. This is 
designed to give temporary support whilst we put other plans in place for more long-term remote learning 
provision. This same pack will be made available as a printed copy in the red plastic pockets which are 
outside the main school entrance. Please look carefully for the correct year group and ensure you socially 
distance whilst waiting to pick up a pack. Packs will be made available from 9:30am.  
 
We have put a number of things in place as a contingency plan prior to tonight’s announcement but this will 
only take us so far and for so long. We will be working extremely hard to get the ball rolling based on the 
information that will no doubt be shared over the next few days around the expectations of schools under this 
new lockdown. However, please be patient as we are now juggling provision for critical worker and vulnerable 
children whilst also providing for remote learning with no time having been made available away from children 
to do so and have yet to receive official information from central government.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr. J. Walters  
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