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HISTORY POLICY 

 
 
Aims: 

 To foster an enjoyment of history and develop a curiosity about the past which informs 
understanding of the present. 

 To introduce children to what is involved in understanding and interpreting the past – now and then. 

 To support children in understanding their own personal history.  

 To develop a sense of chronology. 

 To develop a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 

 To identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. 

 To develop enquiry skills, asking and answering questions and using a range of sources. 

 To develop organisational and communication skills through writing and talking, along with the use 
of ICT. 

 To develop a sense of identity through learning about the development of Britain, Europe and the 
World. 
 
 
Organisation: 

 History is integrated into cross-curricular themes. 

 At least one topic a year has a history bias. 

 Reception use curriculum guidance from the EYFS ‘Understanding the World – People and 
Communities’ Early Learning Goal and integrate this into the Reception topics.  From September 
2020, Reception are following the proposed new EYFS curriculum working towards the Early Learning 
Goal ‘Understanding the World - Past and Present’. 

 Year One and Two use guidance from the National Curriculum. 

 All history activities are planned to enable children to develop the specific skills needed to develop 
an awareness of the past.  

 Teachers refer to the long term planning framework to determine which topics are to be studied at a 
particular time.  

 The time allocated to each unit is prescribed in topic, although additions/omissions are made. 

 Children are involved in practical and investigative activities and in fieldwork through visits to 
historical sites, including the local environment. 

  Specific objectives relating to history are identified in the medium term plan and weekly plans. 
 
 
Resource Management: 

 History resources are stored in a centrally located area, with easy access to all classes. 

 The history leader monitors planning and updates resources for the needs of each year group.  Any 
new acquisitions will shared through staff meetings. 

 First-hand experience is encouraged through visits to places of interest, visitors to the school and 
artefacts relevant to the children’s learning. 

 Websites relevant to each topic will be placed on the school website so that children can access 
these out of school. 
 
 
Equal Opportunities: 
All pupils are entitled to a history curriculum, which caters for their individual needs. Activities are 
planned in such a way as to encourage full and active participation by all children irrespective of 
gender, culture, creed, or ability. 
 
 
Assessing, Recording and Reporting: 
All children will be working towards the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFS) and 
Key Stage 1 statements.  



In Reception, the children will be assessed according to ‘Understanding the World – People and 
Communities’ Early Learning Goal. The children are judged whether they are meeting the level of 
development expected at the end of the Reception year (expected), exceeding this level (exceeding), 
or not yet reaching this level (emerging). 
 
Early Learning Goal - “Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of 
family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive 
to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among 
families, communities and traditions.” 
 
From September 2020, as an early adopter of the new EYFS curriculum, children will be assessed 
according to the ‘Understanding the World – Past and Present’.   
 
Early Learning Goal - “Children at the expected level of development will: 

 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; 

 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class; 

 Recall some important narratives, characters and figures from the past encountered in books 
read in class.” 

In Year One and Two, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and 
processes specified in the relevant programme of study. Teachers assess history on the progression 
and assessment statements provided by the History Leader.  These grids provide a levelled 
judgement based on National Curriculum levels.  Within each history topic, at least one activity must 
be assessed in this way. End of year reports show the topic areas covered with a brief statement 
regarding the child’s ability in these areas. 
 
National Curriculum KS1 
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the 
passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They 
should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, 
choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key 
features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and 
identify different ways in which it is represented.  
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and 
changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study 
more fully at key stages 2 and 3.  
Pupils should be taught about:  

 changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects 
of change in national life  

 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the 
Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or 
anniversaries]  

  the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, 
Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell]  

 significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
 
 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation: 
Evaluation of the effectiveness of units will be conducted through termly teacher evaluation of the 
content, delivery and pupil response of work. Children will be given regular opportunities to reflect on 
and evaluate their work.  Informal, on-going assessment of learning outcomes will also be used to 
determine pupil understanding and future learning. Staff meetings will review and share experiences, 
in order to develop learning opportunities and coverage of the history curriculum. 


