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GEOGRAPHY POLICY 

 
 
 
Aims: 

 To develop and use a variety of geographical skills and resources, such as how to use, draw and 
interpret maps. 

 To enable the children to gain a knowledge of their local area.  

 To enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world through questioning. 

 To increase children’s knowledge to other cultures and in doing so teach a respect and 
understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural society. 

 To enable children to know and understand environmental problems at a local, regional and global 
level. 

 To explore places and themes using both indirect and first-hand experience. 

 To develop a range of organisational and communication skills, including the use of ICT. 
 
 
Organisation: 

 Geography is integrated into cross-curricular themes  

 At least one topic a year has a geography bias. 

 Reception use guidance from the EYFS ‘‘Understanding the World - The World’ Early Learning 
Goal. From September 2020, Reception are following the proposed new EYFS curriculum working 
towards the Early Learning Goal ‘Understanding the World – The Natural World’ 

 Year One and Two use guidance from the National Curriculum. 

 All geography activities are planned to enable children to develop the specific skills needed to 
develop an awareness of place. 

 Teachers refer to the long term planning framework (in Staff room) to determine which topics are to 
be studied at a particular time.  

 Children are involved in practical and investigative activities and in fieldwork through visits. 

 Specific objectives relating to geography are identified in the medium term plan and weekly plans. 
 
 
Resource Management: 

 Geography resources are stored in centrally located cupboards, with easy access to all classes. 

 The Geography co-ordinator monitors planning and up-dates resources for the needs of each Year 
group.  Any new acquisitions will be made known through staff meetings. 

 First hand experience is encouraged through visits to places of interest, visitors to the school and 
artifacts relevant to the children’s learning. 

 Websites relevant to each topic will be placed on the school website so that children can access 
these out of school. 
 
 
Equal Opportunities: 
All pupils are entitled to a Geography curriculum which caters for their individual needs. Activities are 
planned in such a way as to encourage full and active participation by all children irrespective of 
gender, culture, creed, or ability. 
 
 
Assessing, Recording and Reporting: 
All children will be working towards the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFS) and 
Key Stage 1 statements.  
 
In Reception, the children will be assessed according to ‘Understanding the World - The World’ Early 
Learning Goal. The children are judged whether they are meeting the level of development expected 



at the end of the Reception year (expected), exceeding this level (exceeding), or not yet reaching this 
level (emerging). 
 
 “Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living 
things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might 
vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things 
occur, and talk about changes.” 
 
From September 2020, as an early adopter of the new EYFS curriculum, children will be assessed 
according to the ‘Understanding the World - The Natural World ELG 
 
Children at the expected level of development will: 
- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and plants; 
- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them 
and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class; 
- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 
 
In Year One and Two, teachers assess Geography on assessment grids provided by the Geography 
Co-ordinator.  These grids provide a levelled judgement based on National Curriculum levels. Within 
each Geography topic at least one activity must be assessed in this way. End of year reports show 
the topic areas covered with a brief statement regarding the child’s ability in these areas. 
 
National Curriculum KS1 

Key stage 1  

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should 

understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to 

use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. Pupils 

should be taught to: 

Locational knowledge: 

 name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

 name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

Place knowledge  

 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 

physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 

contrasting non-European country Human and physical geography  

 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot 

and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  

  use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 

soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather  

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour 

and shop. 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  

 use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional 

language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and 

routes on a map  



 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  

  use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding Environments.  

 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation: 
Evaluation of the effectiveness of units will be conducted through termly teacher evaluation of the 
content, delivery and pupil response of work.  Children will be given regular opportunities to reflect on 
and evaluate their work.  Informal, on-going assessment of learning outcomes will also be used to 
determine pupil understanding and future learning. Staff meetings will review and share experiences 
in order to develop learning opportunities and coverage of the Geography curriculum. 
 
 


