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ART POLICY 

 
 
School aims: 

 To establish and encourage a positive attitude to Art and Design. 

 To stimulate pupils’ creativity, imagination and experimentation by providing visual, tactile and 
sensory experiences that enable them to understand and respond to the world. 

 To develop children’s understanding of colour, form, texture, pattern and their ability to use 
materials and processes to produce designs and artefacts, to communicate ideas, feelings 
and meanings. 

 To explore with the pupils the ideas and meanings in the work and lives of artists, 
craftspeople and designers. 

 To explore the artists, craftspeople and designers from history and from today.  

 To help the pupils learn about the functions of art, craft and design in their own lives, and in 
different times and cultures, to respond thoughtfully, critically and imaginatively regarding 
ideas, images and objects. 

 To help pupils learn how to make informed judgements, aesthetic and practical decisions and 
become actively involved in shaping environments. 

 To develop pupils’ ability to articulate and communicate ideas, opinions and feelings about 
their own and others’ work. 

 To value our children as artists and to ensure that we do not modify their work. 

 To celebrate our pupils’ achievement. 
 

The National Curriculum for art and design aims: 
 to ensure that all pupils: 

 produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

 know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural 
development of their art forms. 

 
 

Organisation 

 Children in Reception will follow the objectives in Early Years Foundation Stage – Expressive 
Arts and Design   

 Years 1 and 2 use ideas linked to their own plans and plan to meet the respective needs of 
their pupils in-line the National Curriculum agreed learning objectives. 

 The plans’ learning objectives and differentiation strategies are monitored carefully to ensure 
that individuals and groups within each class and Year Group make progress appropriate to 
their age, maturation and previous experience. 

 The termly topics are identified on each year group’s medium term, weekly planning 
documentation and curriculum coverage tracker. 

 Cross-curricular links are identified on the medium term and weekly planning documentation. 
 

Resources 
 Art resources are stored in the main stationery cupboard, the attic and in individual classroom 

art areas. 

 The Art and Design Lead is responsible for the maintenance, location and re-ordering of Art 
equipment. 

 Wherever possible the resources will be stored and catalogued in-line with the individual 
requirements of each planned unit. 

 All teaching staff are responsible for the safe handling of tools and equipment when working 
with the pupils. 

 All pupils will be made aware of the basic safety requirements when handling tools and 
equipment. 
 



Equal Opportunities 
Art and Design must be available to all pupils in accordance with the School’s Agreed Aims, which are 
to create equal opportunities, regardless of culture, gender, social group or disability. 

 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 

 There is no legal requirement to report levels of achievement, and assessment is an on-
going progress, with all children working towards the end of Key Stage expectations.   

 However, each unit highlights learning outcomes that show how children can demonstrate 
what they have learnt. The children’s work serves as a record for each class / Year Group, 
and the end of unit expectations provide broad descriptions of achievement within each unit 
which enables teachers to decide where a child’s progress differs markedly from that of the 
rest of the class. 

 Children should be encouraged to assess their own and others’ work, and to respond to 
advice on how to improve their own work. 

 Children in Reception classes are assessed according to the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Development Matters/Early Adopter Statutory Framework - Early Learning Goals in 
Expressive Arts and Design - Creating with Materials. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 
The Subject Lead will monitor the whole-school provision of Art and Design through an agreed 
monitoring programme in-line with the whole-school monitoring policy. 

 
Scheme of Work 
At Horley Infant School, the National Curriculum forms the basis for work in Art and Design. The units 
of work will be developed or refined as appropriate to meet the needs of the children and the school’s 
current curriculum focus and priorities.   

 
Content in Reception  
In Reception, Art and Design is about developing children’s creativity within all areas of the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  
 
Pupils will learn to: 

 Explore the different sounds of instruments. 

 Explore what happens when they mix colours. 

 Experiment to create different textures. 

 Understand that different media can be combined to create new effects. 

 Manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect. 

 Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources. 

 Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately. 

 Select appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary. 

 Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are using. 

 Create simple representations of events, people and objects. 

 Initiate new combinations of movement and gesture in order to express and respond to 
feelings, ideas and experiences. 

 Choose particular colours to use for a purpose. 

 Introduce a storyline or narrative into their play. 

 Play alongside other who are engaged in the same theme. 

 Play cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act out a narrative. 

 Begin to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 
 
Expressive arts and design – Creating with Materials -  
 
Children will learn to:  

 Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.   

 Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to 
represent them.   

 Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills.   
 



Early Learning Goals 
At the end of the Reception year the children at the expected level of development will: 

 Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function; 

 Share their creations, explaining the process they have used; 

 Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 
 
In Reception, children have access to a variety of art resources to support their learning. The children 
can use these resources freely and pursue their own creative interests and talents. The children are 
supported with clear modelling and supported during planned art and design activities.  
 

Content and expectations in Key Stage One: 
Pupils should be taught: 

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and 
imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 
shape, form and space 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences 
and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own 
work. 

 
Pupils will develop language and communication skills by:- 

 exploring ideas about the starting points for their work; 

 asking and answering questions about source materials and how they help them to develop 
their ideas, including recording ideas and annotating work in their visual diaries; 

 finding out about art, craft and design from information sources such as reference books, e-
mails and the internet; 

 discussing and comparing their own and others’ work, and explaining their views. 
 
The children should have opportunities to: 

 consider their own attitudes and values in relation to images and artefacts; 

 develop respect for their own and others’ work; 

 learn how to offer and receive constructive feedback and praise; 

 work with others, listening to and respecting each other’s ideas; 

 develop a respect for the materials and resources they use in their work; 

 value the distinctiveness of their locality, and appreciate the role of Art and Design within it. 

 
 

Progression  
Planning for progression in Art and design involves: 

 
 

Extending the breadth of content by 
providing opportunities for children to 

… 
 

 
Increasing pupil’s depth of 

knowledge and 
understanding of … 

 

 
Improving the quality of the pupils’ 

response and outcomes through the 
development of:- 

 

… respond to personal, social and 
environmental issues within the 
themes of ‘themselves and their 
experiences, ‘natural and made 

objects’, ‘environments’. 

… visual and tactile elements 
of line, shape, pattern, 

texture, colour, tone, form 
and space. 

… practical and technical skills. 
 

… participate in an increasing range 
of practical art, craft and design 

experiences. 

… the materials and 
processes used by artists, 

craftspeople and designers. 

… the ability to reflect on, adapt and 
improve their work and make 

independent choices and decisions 
about its purpose and meaning. 

… engage with art, craft and design 
in a variety of genres, styles and 

traditions. 

… the role and function of 
art, craft and design in 

different times and cultures. 

… the ability to critically evaluate the 
work of artists, craftspeople and 
designers, and to apply their learning 
in the context of their own ideas, 
methods and approaches.  



 

 

Drawing Skills 
Children should be encouraged to:- 

 practise their drawing skills on a regular basis; 

 develop a willingness to make working drawings; 

 accept that it is good practice to rework drawings; 

 observe with increasing accuracy and developing understanding. 
Children should be challenged to draw:- 

 from observation, imagination and experience using their visual diaries/sketchbooks where 
appropriate; 

 on different scales and surfaces; 

 in 2D and 3D using different media eg. wire, wool, clay and traditional media; 

 for different purposes eg. explore ideas, explain ideas, record of observations. 
 

Art Books 
Each child should be encouraged to use their Art Books when appropriate:- 

 for displaying work  

 for recording, exploring and storing visual and other information which can be readily retrieved 
to use as reference; 

 for working out ideas, plans and designs; 

 for reference; 

 for reflecting on their work and reviewing and identifying their progress; as an on-going record 
of their learning and achievement (from Year One to Year Two).   

 work should be displayed in the Art Book with a Learning Objective which also shows the date 
the work was completed.  

 
 

Differentiation 
Differentiation can be ensured in the following ways: 

 By outcome of an activity. 

 Modification of tasks. 

 Additional tasks being set. 

 By level of adult intervention and support. 

 Peer support.  


