
 
 

 
 
 

HORLEY INFANT SCHOOL 
Lumley Road, Horley, Surrey, RH6 7JF      Tel: 01293 782263   Fax: 01293 822425 

Email:  info@horley.surrey.sch.uk     Web: www.horley.surrey.sch.uk 
Headteacher: Mr Jason Walters 

 

Friday 30th October 2020 
Dear Parents & Guardians, 
 
 

And just like that, the first half term was done…! It has been a particularly demanding first half term but I 
cannot begin to tell you how lovely it is to see the children smiling and hear them giggling at playtime. The 
classrooms have been a hive of activity – particularly last Friday as part of our “Dare to be Different” day! We 
had astronauts, storm troopers, police officers, dressing gowns, footballers, bumblebees with purple hair, 
onesies, fairies – and so much more! It was a great reminder that even though COVID-19 may have dulled the 
world’s twinkle, life here at Horley Infant School can still sparkle! 
 
Reception children have enjoyed learning the story of The Enormous Turnip and our newest children have been 
exploring fruits and vegetables including looking at their seeds and how they grow. Children in Year 1 have 
continued their learning about animals including amphibians, reptiles and fish and deciding how to sort these 
based on their features. In Year 2, children have been learning about the “Horley Car” which was manufactured 
over 100 years ago near the roundabout by Little Waitrose. Usually, this learning ties nicely into the London to 
Brighton veteran car run but this is the first time since 1947 that the run has been cancelled. 
  
Covid-19 Safety Measures 
Just a little reminder of the importance to know the symptoms of Coronavirus and what you must do if/when 
your child has symptoms. It is essential that you let us know quickly via Studybugs or our dedicated Covid email 
address (covid@horley.surrey.sch.uk) if your child has developed COVID-19 symptoms. It is very important that 
when you are letting us know that your child is off “ill” that you give specific details as this may affect when 
they are able to return to school. We have posters in the blue frames around school to help but in case you 
haven’t seen these yet, here is a little reminder: 
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We STRONGLY RECOMMEND parents use the NHS 111 Online questionnaire if your child becomes poorly. It 
is a great tool for anyone over five years old to decide what they need to do next based on the symptoms you 
have. Click on the web-link to go to the questionnaire: https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/  
 

It is also absolutely essential that if a member of your household is experiencing symptoms, your child must 
also self-isolate until the household member with COVID-19 symptoms either has had a negative test result 
(which must be shown) or the 14 day isolation period has ended.  
 
Admissions Consultation 
Surrey County Council is consulting on: 

 proposed changes to admission arrangements for the majority of community and voluntary controlled 
schools for September 2022 

 Surrey’s relevant area – this is the geographical area within which schools must consult on their 
admission arrangements. 

Full details of the consultation and the changes being proposed are available at www.surreysays.co.uk.     
 
Why Surrey are consulting 
Surrey have a statutory duty to consult on admission arrangements if they intend to make a change. 
The changes being proposed are as follows: 
 

1. The majority of community and voluntary controlled schools - Removal of use of ‘nearest 
school’ as a criterion within the admission arrangements 

2. Horley Infant School – introduction of a reciprocal sibling link with Yattendon School 

The reciprocal sibling link would mean that if you have a child in Yattendon School and are applying for a 
Reception school place at Horley Infant School, you would be given priority over those who live nearer to the 
school. This means the application to our Reception intake would be that which is similar to a primary school.  
 
How can I respond to the consultation? 
The consultation on the admission arrangements for community and voluntary controlled schools and the 
proposed changes will run until Tuesday 1 December 2020. If you would like to take part please complete an 
online response form at www.surreysays.co.uk/csf/copy-of-copy-of-consultation-on-proposed-changes-t/ 
(www.surreysays.co.uk). Alternatively, if you would prefer to respond on a paper form, please telephone the 
Surrey Schools and Childcare Service on 0300 200 1004 to request a copy. Please note that only response forms 
which are fully completed with the respondent’s name and address will be accepted.  
 
What happens next? 
After the closing date, responses will be collated and presented to the County Council's decision-making Cabinet 
on 26 January 2021. It will decide whether to proceed with the proposed changes as well as determining the 
admission arrangements for all community and voluntary controlled schools for which no changes are proposed. 
Cabinet’s decision will then need to be ratified by the full County Council on 9 February 2021. Once determined 
the final admission arrangements for all community and voluntary controlled schools for 2021 will be placed on 
Surrey's website at www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions.   
 
Horley Food Bank 
A huge thank you to those of you that donated to the Horley Food Bank as part of our Harvest 
celebrations! The Horley Infant School scarecrow had a great time receiving lots of wonderful 
donations – from nappies to nectarines and from toothpaste to tuna! The Food Bank have 
organised another drive through donation day tomorrow on Saturday 31st October 9:30 – 12:30 
at the Horley Baptist Church in Court Lodge. Please click/tap on the logo for more information 
on what is needed and how you can help out if you are able to.  
 
Attendance 
Despite the many challenges that we are facing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our overall school attendance 
has been phenomenal. Our attendance this year is 97% which is better than the average primary school 
attendance of 92%. It is important to remember that whilst we want to make sure our attendance rates are 
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good, we absolutely must make sure that children who have COVID-19 symptoms or are living with someone 
who has COVID-19 symptoms should not be in school.  
 
In the past, we have run a weekly attendance competition where the class with the least absence and lateness 
is awarded a certificate, a trophy and stickers. At the end of each term weekly points are totalled and prizes are 
awarded to the top three classes. We are not currently doing this as we don’t feel that with the current 
circumstances, this is a fair or appropriate approach to take for the time being.  
 
As parents, you have a legal responsibility to ensure your child’s attendance at school. Please be aware that The 
Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2013, which became law on 1st September 
2013 state that Headteachers may NOT grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional 
circumstances. Unauthorised absence may result in a Penalty Notice which is initially £60 per parent, per pupil 
if paid within 21 days, rising to £120 if paid between 21 – 28 days. If the Penalty Notice remains unpaid after 
28 days the Local Authority must consider a prosecution in the Magistrates Court. We are required to check 
absence on a half term basis and repeated absence is followed up by the Education Welfare Officer so it is 
essential that the reason for absence be notified as all absences are recorded. Failure to notify reasons for 
absence will be recorded as unauthorised. Our Home School Link Worker or Administrative Team will contact 
parents who have not informed the school by 9.30am with reasons for childrens’ absence. Penalty Notices may 
also be issued where there are seven unauthorised absences in a six week period. Unauthorised leave of absence 
covers holidays, birthdays and visiting sick relatives. Do remember that you can always use Studybugs to let us 
know the reasons for your child’s absence! 
 
Road Safety 
There have been a number of occasions where parents have been witnessed showing 
aggression or animosity to other parents or residents at drop off or pick up time. I have 
also heard many car horns being used and I have been informed that parents are showing 
more and more dangerous behaviours whilst walking with their children or parking for both 
Horley Infant School and Yattendon. This is so very disappointing as our children know and 
understand the expectations and we therefore expect all adults and children to reflect the 
school’s values. Please do note that we still have parking permits available so that you can 
park in the high street car park – please contact our school office if you would like one. 
Our code of conduct is below and acts as a reminder of the expectations at Horley infant School. There is also 
a table of ‘situations vs actions’ which you may find useful. As you can see, there is unfortunately very little the 
school itself is responsible for and we rely on your co-operation and commitment to the code of conduct and 
values as a way to promote road safety around our school.   

 
 

Do Don’t 

Park safely when dropping off / picking up either by 
a raised kerb or in a nearby car-park (permits are 

available from the office) 

Park on the zig-zag lines or on the path 

Park on or across driveways 

Park in the staff car park without permission 

Walk along the path in front of school and then 
through the main gates and school path Walk / cut through the staff car park 

Cycle or scoot to school and then walk your bike / 
scooter through the playground 

Ride your bike / scooter / motorised machines 
through the playground 

Put your mobile phone away whilst you are in school Use your mobile phone in the main entrance, 
corridors or classrooms 

Keep dogs on a lead and outside the school premises 
(unless they are a guide dog) 

Bring dogs onto the school grounds  
(unless they are a guide dog) 

Find an open space away from school to smoke Smoke on or outside the school grounds 



 
 

Situation Action 

Vehicle currently blocking my driveway 
as I am trying to leave my property in 

response to a medical emergency. 

 
Call 999 and request an ambulance 

Road users / parents / residents have 
been abusive or threatening 
when I have spoken to them. 

 
Call 999 to establish a public order or breach of peace. 

Vehicle currently blocking my driveway 
as I am trying to leave my property 
which is causing an inconvenience. 

Note down the date, time, vehicle make and model, colour and registration 

number. Ring 101 where they will run a check on the vehicle and inform 

the relevant authorities to get the car moved. 

Vehicles are parking on the enforceable 
zig-zag lines. 

Note down the date, time, vehicle make and model, colour and registration 
number and follow guidelines within Surrey County Council’s policy at 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/road-safety/outside-
schools or contact them via 0300 200 1003 

Vehicles are continually parking 
inconsiderately across/on my driveway 
but I do not have enforceable zig-zag 

lines outside my property. 

Call Surrey County Council on 0300 200 1003 to request access protection 

markers which aren’t enforceable but deter inconsiderate parking. 
Alternatively, contact the Local Citizens Advice Bureau at www.carbs.org.uk 

or on 03444 111 444 

Road users / parents / residents have 
been rude or are repeat offending in 

terms of inconsiderate parking. 

Note down the date, time, vehicle make and model, colour and registration 
number and log anti-social behaviour via the online form at 

https://reigatebanstead-self.achieveservice.com/ 
service/Report_it___multiple_services or contact the PCSO/Police to log 

this via the non-emergency 101 number 

 

School Photos 
Your child’s individual school photo should be arriving in school in the week after half term. We will aim to get 
these out to you as soon as possible! 
 
Important Dates 
Monday 2nd November  INSET Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 3rd November onwards Poppies available to buy from bubbles (see suggested prices below for 

other British Legion products which are available) 
Friday 13th November Children in Need – Spotty Day e.g. spotty clothes, spotty accessories or 

spotty face paint in exchange for a donation to charity 
Wednesday 4th November, 7pm Friends Meeting (Microsoft Teams) 
Monday 16th November  Anti-Bullying Week 
Monday 23rd November:   Road Safety Week 
Thursday 3rd December, 7pm  Friends Meeting (Microsoft Teams) 
Wednesday 9th December  Flu vaccine (sniff) 
Friday 11th December Christmas Jumper Day – wear your Christmas jumper in exchange for a 

donation to charity 
Friday 18th December Party Day & Break up for Christmas – children can come to school in their 

party clothes. More information about staggered pick ups to follow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take care, stay kind, keep safe and we hope you’re having a lovely half term! 
Mr. J. Walters 
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