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Friday 18th September 2020 
Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome to or back to Horley Infant School! It has been a strange start to September with all of us doing things 
a little bit differently to how we would normally but throughout all of this, the children have been completely 
superb. It has been lovely to see so many smiley faces (parents included!) in the morning and finding our new 
groove! Thanks to the careful support of school staff and parents, the new normal of virtual assemblies, 
staggered playtimes, one-way systems, specific toilets for bubbles, enhanced cleaning and hand hygiene has 
started very smoothly. Once again, I am enormously proud to be part of such an amazing school family. 
 
Covid-19 Safety Measures 
There are a number of safety measures which we have introduced to help keep your child and our staff team 
safe. These feature within a lengthy risk assessment and the HSE (Health & Safety Executive) is calling a cross-
section of schools to check that this is suitable.  
 
There are going to be some small amendments to the school grounds over the weekend to make systems at 
drop off and pick up clearer and safer for families. Once these small changes have been made, we will let you 
know how they may affect you before you return to school on Monday.  
 
The most important for parents within this is around knowing what to do if your child is poorly. It is essential 
that you let us know quickly via Studybugs or our dedicated Covid email address (covid@horley.surrey.sch.uk) 
if your child has developed COVID-19 symptoms. We have posters in the blue frames around school to help but 
in case you haven’t seen these yet, here is a little reminder: 

 
We  

STRONGLY 
RECOMMEND  

parents use the NHS 111 
Online questionnaire if 

your child becomes 
poorly. It is a great tool 

for anyone over five 
years old to decide what 

they need to do next 
based on the symptoms 
you have. Click on the 

NHS logo or web-link to 
go to the questionnaire. 

 

https://111.nhs.uk/ 
covid-19/  
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It is very important that you make sure you have a working thermometer at home and do not send your child 
in to school if they have any symptoms of COVID-19. We know that sourcing a COVID-19 test is very difficult at 
the moment and we have expressed our frustrations to the Local Authority and Local Health Protection Team. 
We have heard on the grapevine that being ready at 8pm is an optimum time and then refreshing the webpage 
until an option for tests becomes available.  
 
We are continually reviewing our systems and procedures to see what is working well and what can be improved. 
Also, as guidance is updated, we use this to inform any changes within school. Some recent changes which we 
can now share with you include: 
 

- Children can now bring an easy to clean packed lunchbox into school but all rubbish/contents may return 
home within the lunchbox. Please make sure you send children in with disposable cutlery if it is required. 

- Children can travel to/from school on bikes or scooters and store these in the bike and scooter rack. 
Please remember, all bikes and scooters must be walked through the school grounds in order to avoid 
any accidents.  

- Bubble groupings have changed and further information was sent out to parents about this in Years 1 
and 2 yesterday.   
 

Parent Consultations 
This year, we are adapting our usual practice for parent consultations by having telephone consultations instead. 
This will prevent any technical difficulties which may occur through remote meetings via Zoom/Microsoft Teams 
but also ensure that you are able to have important conversations with your child’s class teacher about their 
strengths and areas of need. We have moved these earlier in the term and there will be an opportunity to sign 
up for an hour “window”. This means you will receive a 10 minute telephone call from your child’s teacher on a 
withheld number within this hour. Rather than giving timed slots, this gives teachers the flexibility to call another 
parent if there is no answer. We will send out more information soon via Studybugs about how to book an 
appointment. 
 
Curriculum Recovery 
As part of the Government’s drive to get children back to schools, there is a requirement for schools to put 
together a plan for how they will help support any gaps within the children’s current attainment and the national 
expectations because of the disruptions to schooling owing to COVID-19. Schools will be able to use this funding 
for specific activities to support pupils in catching up lost teaching over the previous months. Schools will have 
the flexibility to spend their funding in the best way for their cohort and circumstances. 
 
Ofsted will conduct a programme of non-graded visits to some schools during the autumn. During these visits, 
inspectors will discuss how the school is bringing pupils back into full-time education and this may include initial 
plans schools have to spend their catch-up funding. When routine inspections restart in January 2021 (TBC), 
Ofsted will make judgements about the quality of education being provided, and that will include how schools 
are using their catch-up funding to ensure the curriculum has a positive impact on all pupils. Once finalised, our 
plans will be published on our website and shared with the Governing Body. 
 
Dates 
Our website has now been updated with lots of useful dates for events in the upcoming autumn term – do 
remember that you can sync your phone calendar to our school calendar which is perfect for those “is it non-
uniform tomorrow or not??” moments! Due to the restrictions and potential risk of infection, you will notice that 
we don’t have class assembly, harvest or Christmas plays included this year. This was a very difficult decision 
to make but one which was made in the interest of everyone’s safety.  
 
Parking Permits 
Parking Permits are available so that parents can park in the High Street Car Park to help with drop off and pick 
up. This year, the council have agreed to be a little more flexible around the times due to our staggered start 
and finish (thank you Reigate & Banstead Council!) but have asked us to make it clear that parking for an 
extended time and being caught walking from the direction of the shops wouldn’t be acceptable! 
 



 
 

You are able to park from 8.45am – 9.15am and 2.45 pm–3.15 pm, term time only. They are only valid for the 
dates printed on the permit and a new permit must be applied for, for each new academic year. ALL parking 
permits MUST be displayed prominently inside the windscreen and be clearly visible. Failing to comply with this 
may result in penalty notices being issued by Reigate and Banstead Parking Wardens. 
 
There is only one permit per household and Horley Infant School does not accept liability for any loss or damage 
to any vehicle whilst parked in the public car park. Horley Infant School and Reigate and Banstead Borough 
Council reserve the right to revoke permits in the event that these conditions are ignored. Permits can be applied 
for here:  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lA12Tu1PeUmjaSdaN1tmRV-
qVN3MJp1JilSKf9ofPTJUMDVZRjhNSVEzS0NNTVJPTEdaUk1STkNOQy4u 

 
Zig-zags & driveways 
Now that we have staggered starts and pick-ups in place, please can I remind parents that the rules around 
parking still stand: 
 
 PLEASE DO NOT park across or on (yes, can you believe it, this has actually happened!) the drives of our 

local residents. 
 PLEASE DO NOT walk through the car park – there have been so many near misses because parents are 

using this as a cut through rather than walking to the main red gates and along the path. I know this seems 
a pain but I’ve timed it and at a normal pace it adds approximately 38 seconds to your journey and will 
contribute to lots of healthy steps on your Fitbit! 

 PLEASE DO NOT park in the staff car park unless you have a blue disabled badge and are using the disabled 
space. In the past, we have agreed with certain parents with exceptional circumstances that you are able to 
use the disabled parking space with the use of our ‘Horley Infant School Blue Badge’. However, this is based 
on a first come, first served basis. If the space is in use, please do not find an alternative place to park in the 
school car park as this often leads to staff members being blocked in. We have over 50 members of staff who 
need to use this daily and parents are driving in and out of the car park creating many near misses of children, 
adults and cars. This is a space for staff, not parents – sorry.  

 PLEASE DO NOT park on the yellow zig zags at drop off and pick up times. They are there to ensure everyone 
has a good view point so that children can be crossed safely across the road. Children are at risk if motorists 
park along this area. Cars parked irresponsibly will have notes sent home to them via Studybugs and have 
their registrations reported to the police if they put anyone’s lives in danger.  

 
Staffing Updates  
We have a number of exciting updates on staffing at Horley Infant School! 
 Mrs. Rachel McLaughlin has joined us this year in Narwhals alongside Miss Hill as a teacher in Year 2. Mrs. 

McLaughlin has extensive teaching experience across a number of age groups and has also worked 
internationally in British schools and in a completely outdoor Forest nursery!  

 Mrs. Ruth Rodriguez has left the Horley Infant School family to start an exciting new venture at Bletchingley 
Village Primary School within the Early Years team there. We wish her all the very best of luck! 

 Miss Bigglestone is leaving at the end of this week to have a baby! Hopefully she’ll have a little bit of time to 
put the finishing touches to the bedroom before her baby girl arrives – we wish her all the very best! 

 Mrs. Sarah McCubbine (formerly known as Mrs. Gadd) has left our school this year and won’t be returning as 
our Forest School teacher – sob sob! As some of you may know, Mrs. McCubbine wears many different hats 
and one of those is working on a farm in Burstow. The time and commitment needed has increased and so 
she has had made the difficult decision to increase her time on the farm. We are discussing how we can ‘carry 
the Forest School torch’ and continue with Forest School in Horley Infant School in the future – watch this 
space! 

 Mrs. Henty (formerly known as Miss Ritchie) has given us the best news possible during a pretty difficult year 
– she is going to become a Mummy! We are over the moon for her and know that she is excited about 
becoming a Mum but also sad to be leaving her Otters mid-way through the year. We have already begun the 
recruitment process to make sure we find someone fabulous to join our Year 2 Family – if you know of anyone 
who may be interested in a maternity cover, please get in touch!  
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Harvest 
As we won’t be holding our usual Harvest Festival in school, we have thought about how we can still make sure 
we are helping those who are in need. I have arranged to have a table at the Horley Methodist Church foodbank 
on Saturday 3rd October between 10am and 12pm where we will be collecting donations. For anybody who 
donates, there will be a special certificate and sticker to say “thank you” for helping others who are in need. We 
will be sharing some more information about the foods/essential items that the foodbank are in need of to 
support our local community.  
 
Whiteboards 
We have replaced our freestanding whiteboards with some more sturdy and wheelable ones which will make it 
easier for us to use during small group work or when splitting the class into smaller groups for activities. Some 
of our old whiteboards have been re-purposed but if you would like one for home/work, our older whiteboards 
are free to anyone who is able to collect one. They are currently being housed in our porch by the main entrance 
– do let us know if you would like one! 
 
School Tours 
If you know anybody who has a child starting school in September 2021, please let them know that we are 
planning on holding our school tours virtually this year. There will also be a chance to take a self-guided tour 
on Saturday 24th October and more information will be shared about this on our Admissions page of the school 
website and our school’s Facebook page in the upcoming weeks.  
 
Waitrose & Mitchells  
Lastly, a huge thank you to some community heroes in Horley! 
 
Mitchells have supported us with the donation of barrier fencing and sand bags (now that the autumnal wind is 
picking up!). As always, they never see a problem as too big and are always willing to find a way to help our 
school out – they are our heroes! 
 
Waitrose have supported us beautifully with the donation of equipment to help us throughout responding to the 
COVID-19 situation. We have been helped with crates, wheelie trollies, and priority access to food for our 
breakfast and after-school club at the start of lockdown – what an amazing community store! The store is 
beginning a large refit over the next few weeks and I hope anyone who is in a position to support them during 
this time as well as enjoying the beautiful new store once it’s complete, will do so! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take care, stay kind and keep safe. 
 

Mr. J. Walters 
 

  


