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                                        Year One Parent Information 

 
 
A warm welcome to Year One! It goes without saying that we have all experienced a very unique few 
months. We, like you, are working hard to keep everyone safe whilst still maintaining our high standards 
at school.  
 
There is a lot of information here, so please, if anything is unclear please email your child’s teacher at 
year1@horley.surrey.sch.uk and we will reply as soon as we can. Alternatively, you can write a note in 
the Home-School Link Book but please note, these are only checked twice a week. Studybugs is a 
fantastic resource for reporting school illnesses and for keeping families in the loop with letters and 
newsletters. But please remember that incoming messages should be sent via email to 
info@horley.surrey.sch.uk or the year group email address (above).  
 
Firstly, we are very impressed with how well the children are settling into the new routines of Year One. 
They are coming into the classroom independently and are already getting used to many new routines; 
thank you for your help with encouraging this.  
 
As you will be aware, the curriculum is different in Year 1 but builds on the skills and knowledge the 
children gained in Reception. Although it is structured slightly differently, we are very aware there is a 
great deal to get used to when children move year groups and we are sensitive to the children’s needs 
so these changes are phased in gradually. We know you and your child(ren) worked hard on the Home 
Learning during the school’s partial closure. We intend to carry out assessments at the right time of your 
child’s learning so we can establish their individual needs and plan any necessary adaptations of our 
Year One curriculum. More information regarding the curriculum and the school’s curriculum recovery 
plan will follow soon but for now here is the information you will need as we return to school routines.  
 
Reading:  

It is important that your child reads every day and there is a wealth of research that states that children 
who read at home have a higher success rate at school and that reading for pleasure is vital for boosting 
and broadening children’s life choices. However, we need to limit the items passing between home and 
school. We would like children to bring their book bags on a Monday and a Friday only. On Mondays, 
children will take home 4 reading books. These are to be read over the 4 evenings and will be returned 
to school on Friday and quarantined at school. Your child will then take 3 more books on Friday to be 
read over the 3 evenings until they return to school the following week; the system will then repeat. 
However, if your child does not return the original 4 books on Friday, they won’t be able to take new 
ones home. This is because we simply won’t have enough books to go around. We also strongly 
encourage the use of Bug Club as an alternative to home reading books.  

 

As your child progresses with their reading, they will move onto longer and more complex books. These 
do not need to be read in one night but your child needs to get into the habit of reading ‘little and often’. 
We will talk to you when your child gets to this stage so please don’t worry.  

 

When you have read with your child, we ask that you sign the Reading Record and please feel free to 
write a comment. When your child is ready to move onto a new bookband, a new bookmark will be stuck 
into the Home-School Link Book and these will give tips on what to concentrate on in order to develop 
your child’s reading skills.  

 
Homework and Spellings: 
This will also start soon but the children need to feel settled before we launch these as well as some 
initial assessments to make sure the pitch of home learning is just right. Please look out for Studybugs 
messages regarding these and in the meantime, continue to read and write the words that came home 
half-termly during your child’s time in Reception. 
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PE kits: 
Due to the changes within school, we will now only teach PE outside. As a result, your child will need a 
T-shirt, jumper, jogging bottoms and trainers. PLEASE MAKE SURE EVERYTHING IS NAMED! 
Children will need to come to school in their PE kit on their PE day as they will not be getting changed 
at school.  
 
We are very lucky to have a dance teacher from the Inspire Academy of Dance to teach our Year One 
children. They will enjoy these sessions in their classrooms on a THURSDAY afternoon so will also need 
to attend school in their PE kits on THURSDAYS too. 
 
PE sessions will start on the week beginning Monday 14th September. 

 
 
Other information: 

 Can all children also have a coat in school – just like Reception we do try to go outside and will spend 
some time each week in our Outdoor Classroom.  

 Please ensure earrings are not worn in school. 

 If your child is bringing in a packed lunch, please make sure it is disposable with all contents that can 
be disposed of at the end of lunch.  

 The school website has a wealth of information on the curriculum, uniform and upcoming events. You 
can pay for lunches through Wisepay and the calendar will be updated soon with important events. 
This can even be synced to your phone! 

 If you would like your child to have milk to drink in school, you can also pay for this on Wise Pay via 
the website. 

 Please keep an eye out for messages on Studybugs as we will keep you up to date with things that 
are happening in school or important information.  

 Dates for you diary are included here too.  
 
 
As the current situation is still very unpredictable, good communication is vital. If you have a message 
for us, you can either write it in the Home-School Link Book and drop it in the basket provided outside 
your child’s classroom OR we would encourage you to email the year group email. Please do NOT use 
Studybugs to send incoming messages to school as these are not always seen. However, please keep 
an eye on Studybugs as it’s such a great way for us to keep in touch with you. 

 
 

Many thanks for your continued support, we are looking forward to a great year! 
 

The Year One team. 
 
 

Ms Carliell           Miss Day 
       Raven Class                 Eagle Class                 

 
 
 

Mrs Lomas and Mrs Thompson         Miss Gilbert and Mrs Andrews 
       Kestrel Class              Barn Owl Class 
        

MONDAY - PE TUESDAY - PE 

Kestrels Ravens 

Eagles Barn Owls 

 

THURSDAY - DANCE 

All Year One classes 



Dates for your diary 

SEPTEMBER 

18th  Jeans for Genes Day 

28th  Individual photographs (optional) 

OCTOBER 

26th – 1st Nov HALF-TERM WEEK 

NOVEMBER 

2nd  INSET DAY 

3rd  Children back to school 

13th  Children in Need 

6th  Flu Sniff 

16th  Anti-Bullying Week 
and 
Road Safety Week 

DECEMBER 

9th  Flu Sniff 

18th  Break up at 1.45pm 

JANUARY 

4th  Back to school 

                                        


