
Parent Information
Subtraction

The mathematical language we use in Reception when discussing subtraction
is:

subtract, take away, fewer, less, minus
We try to make mathematics as real for the children as we can so incorporating
subtraction into everyday life really helps to enable children to see a purpose
for it. Using food to teach subtraction is always a good place to start and does
not need any additional preparation to a normal dinner time.
In school we also use tens frames and Numicon to teach subtraction.

When using a tens frame we remove the counters 
that are being subtracted.

When using Numicon we place the tile we are subtracting
over the top. This picture shows 5 subtract 3 leaves 2.

When recording our subtraction sentences we use the part whole model until 
Year 1 where they are introduced to the subtraction and equals sign. The 
reason for this is that children quite often muddle the signs at this early stage. 
By using the part whole method we are introducing from the very beginning the 
inverse relationship between addition and subtraction. 

For example 3 add 2 makes 5. 2 add 3 makes 5 but
also this shows that 5 subtract 2 leaves 3 and 5 minus
3 leaves 2.

Subtraction
This week develop your knowledge of subtraction. There will be a video on the YouTube 
channel to support you with this. Below are some additional activities you may like to 
complete.

Activity 1:

Make your own 5 Little speckled frogs by cutting out the template provided.  Fold down 
the frogs as you sing along to 5 little speckled frogs. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-five-little-speckled-frogs/zjjbnrd

Activity 2:

Play the ‘one less game.’ Roll a dice and cover the number that is one less than the 
number you rolled. 

Activity 3:

Play ‘Lets Subtract.’ Use counters, toys, cereal, pebbles or anything you find around the 
house to place on the tens frame. Solve the subtraction questions on the cards. Can 
you think of your own subtraction sentences. Try to use all the vocabulary that we have 
used with subtraction.

Activity 4:

Use your tens frame or objects to help you to solve the subtraction part part whole 
models.

Activity 5:

Can you solve subtraction questions by counting backwards.
Play the counting back game with a partner 





Activity 1
5 Speckled Frogs
Cut around the frogs on the log. You can then colour your frogs and the log. Use the frogs on a log to help you sing along 
to 5 little speckled frogs. Fold down a frog each time it jumps into the pool.





Activity  2
One Less Than

One Less Than
Roll a dice and place it in the box

Use a counter or an object to 
cover the number that is one 

less than the number you rolled.





Activity 3
Let’s Subtract
Cut out the cards and follow the instructions. Use the Tens Frame to help you. 

Make 5 on the tens frame.
Subtract  3
How many are left?

Make 6 on the tens frame.
Take away 2
How many are left?

Make 4 on the tens frame.
Minus  3
How many are left?

What is  2 less than 7?

Make 10 on the tens frame.
Subtract  4
How many are left?

Make 2 on the tens frame.
Take away 2
How many are left?

Make 9 on the tens frame.
Minus  5
How many are left?

What is  3 less than 8?





Activity 5
Complete the Part whole Models

5 5 5 5 5

4 4 4 4 3

2 1 4 5 5

2 4 3 1 2



Activity 5
Complete the Part whole Models

8 7 6 9 10

9 8 7 10 6

2 1 4 5 5

2 4 3 1 2

Challenge: Can you write your own



Activity 5
Subtract by counting back

You will need:
5 small objects 
A blanket or towel to cover the items.
2 people to complete the challenge

How to set up the challenge

Count out the 5 objects and place them on the table or floor.

Your partner will then cover the objects with the blanket and carefully take 
some of the objects away. Place these objects so that they can be seen next to 
the blanket.

How many objects did they take away? 

Count backwards to find out how many are still under the blanket.

You can change the number of objects you started with.



The Billy Goats Gruff
To continue with our traditional tales topic, this week we will be learning about The Billy Goats Gruff. There will be video of 
Mrs French reading the story on YouTube if you would like to watch it. If you have the book at home, you could read it with 
a grown up.  
Activity 1: Colour in and cut out the stick puppets of the characters from the story.  Can you use them to retell the story?  
Try to use some of the story language, “Who’s that trip trapping over my bridge?” You could even use different voices for 
each character. Perform your story to your family!
Activity 2: Can you think of a different way the story could end?  Draw a picture and write a sentence to describe how you 
would like the story to end.  
Activity 3: Can you write a sentence to describe the goats? How could you describe them?  Look at how big the goats are 
or think about what colour they might be?  Do any of the goats have horns?  Your sentence could be ‘The big goat had long 
horns’.
Activity 4: Can you play the rhyming words game?  Cut out the cards and see if there are any you can sound out.  Some of 
the words are a bit tricky so ask a grown up to say them aloud.  Sort them onto the board by listening for which words 
sound the same.  
Activity 5: Can you make a WANTED poster to warn everyone about the troll?  Think of the words you could use to 
describe the troll, mean, hairy, scary, hungry…

Additional resources: Watch the story and join in with the movement, actions and rhyme 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p064kjkd/happy-tent-tales-3three-billy-goats-gruff





Activity 1: Stick Puppets





Activity 2: How would you like the story to end?
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PSHE Activities

Activity 2:

What do we do at home to keep healthy and happy?

What do we have to do to keep our bodies happy and healthy? Remind them of what you 
decided last time (eating food that will make us strong and give us lots of energy, drinking lots 
of water, keeping active and getting lots of sleep).  

What are we doing at home to keep us healthy and happy? (Going for walks, riding our bikes 
or scooters, doing Joe Wicks PE everyday, eating food that is good for our bodies, etc).

Get your children to draw a picture of their favourite food that keeps them healthy or their 
favourite thing to do to keep healthy and happy. Encourage them to write a sentence 
underneath to match their picture. 

This week we will be focusing on keeping our bodies healthy.
We would recommend doing activity 1 first and then if you are able to, have a go at activity 2.

Activity 1:

What food is good for us?

Using the Rodney the Robot sheets, get your child to cut out the pictures of different foods.

Explain that they will be sorting the food into two piles. The food that they think will be good 
for their bodies, help to keep them healthy and give them lots of energy to run around and play 
goes to Rodney the Recharge Robot. Any food that if you eat lots of it you won’t have lots 
of energy, won’t make you healthy and like a robot might make you feel a bit rusty inside.  Sort 
the food into two piles, talking about what group they think it should go in and why they think 
that? You may have to correct them but remember you emphasis that it is ok to eat some of 
the food in the rusty robot but we shouldn’t eat lots all the time. 

Talk about what other things we need to do to keep our bodies healthy and happy (keeping 
active, drinking lots of water, getting lots of sleep).  What will happen if we eat not so healthy 
food all the time? How would that make us feel? What would happen to our bodies? 
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We have been learning about keeping our bodies 
healthy and how we can eat healthy foods to help.

You will need:
• A selection of different types of fruit
• Wooden blunt ended kebab sticks
• Child safe knife
• Bowls or plates for fruit
• Strips of paper and pencil crayons.

Questions to think about before making your fruit 
kebab:
Which fruit will you choose?
Have you seen all of these fruits before?  Do you know what 
they are called?
What is a repeating pattern?
How do we make a repeating pattern?
What will come next in this pattern
What pattern are you making?
How many do you need?
What colours are they?

Instructions:
1. Wash your hands!  It’s always important to wash your    

hands before you touch food.
2. Take a good look at the fruit, what colours are they?  

What are they called?
3. We have made repeating patterns before (you could watch 

the repeating patterns video on our school YouTube 
channel to remind yourself of repeating patterns).  Can 
you make one with the fruit on your kebab?  What will 
come next in your pattern?  You could practice before you 
put it onto the skewer.

4. Tell your grown up all about the repeating pattern you 
have created.

5. If you have enough fruit you could make another with a 
different pattern, maybe with more fruits.

6. After you have finished your skewer, copy your favourite 
pattern on to a strip of paper and include the names of 
the fruit underneath.  Do your best 
to write all the sounds you can hear.

Health Eating – Making Fruit Kebabs



RE – What can we learn from stories? 

Previously you have learnt that The Bible is a special book for Christians; you also talked about a special book that Christians have 
called a prayer book. Last week you had the opportunity to learn about how the Qur’an is a holy book for Muslims.    

Activity 1:

Read through the powerpoint together. Explain that the Torah is the holy book for Jews and that there are lots of stories, laws and 
poetry which are central to the Jewish way of life. 

Activity 2: 

Over the last few weeks you have learnt about lots of different stories and what we can learn from these; you have also found out 
about The Bible being important for Christians, the Qur’an for Muslims and the Torah for Jews. What has been your favourite 
thing to learn about? Can you draw/paint/create a picture about it and write a sentence to go with it, can you add the names of 
the important people in the religious stories if you have included them in your picture?


