
Subtraction Measuring

Activity 2:

Practise counting forwards and backwards between 0 and 20. 

This week develop your knowledge of subtraction. There will be a video on the YouTube channel 
to support you with this. Below are some additional activities you may like to complete.

Activity 1:

Sing a range of number songs that involve subtraction. Click on the pictures to go to each song.

You could use the tens frame you made previously to follow along with each song.

Activity 3:

Play a game of skittles. If you do not have skittles you could use paper/plastic cups or empty 
plastic bottles. Start with 5 skittles. Roll the ball and see how many you knock over. Say the 
subtraction sentence I had 5 skittles. I knocked….over. I have …. Left. For more of a 
challenge, increase the number of skittles.

Develop your knowledge of measuring and comparing length and height. There will be a 
lesson on the YouTube channel to support you with this. Below are some additional activities 
you may like to complete.

Activity 1:

Using a piece of paper and a pen, draw around your foot and then cut it out. Look around 
your house for things that are longer, shorter or the same length as your foot.

Activity 2:

Draw around the feet of your family. Compare the lengths. Whose foot is the longest? 
Whose foot is the shortest? Can you place them in order? (You could also compare width here 
with the narrowest and widest foot)

Activity 3:

Using Play dough/ salt dough/ clay make different length snakes by rolling the dough. Place 
the snakes in order of length from longest to shortest.

Activity 4:

Compare the height of different toys in your house. Place them in order from shortest to 
tallest.

Challenge Activity

Using blocks, socks, steps or anything else you have in your house measure a variety of 
things.

How many bricks tall are your toys?

How many socks long are you?                         How many steps long is your garden?

Activity 4:

At dinner time discuss subtraction using food. “I have 5 carrots on my plate. I eat one. How 
many do I have left?

Activity 5
Use the instructions on the following page to play  ‘The Lego Tower Subtraction Race’ and the 
‘Count Down - First to zero’ game. 

Football fans could 
change the game to kick 
a ball at the skittles 
instead of rolling it.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p038jj3m
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p065rfng
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0389vbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p038jj3r


The Lego Tower subtraction Race Count down - First to Zero
You will Need:
Lego or building blocks or cubes
A dice

How to Play:
This is a game for 2 or more players. Both players start with the same 
number of bricks in a  tower. 10 is a good number but you can 
change this if you wish. Take it in turns to roll the dice. Take that 
number of bricks off of your tower. Encourage mathematical language 
whilst doing this. E.g. “I had a tower of 10. I rolled a 2. 10 subtract 2 
is 8.”
The winner is the first person to remove all bricks from their tower.

If you do not have a dice you could make one using a box or print off 
the dice template on the school website. 

You will Need:
Chalk
A dice
A water gun (Optional for fun)

How to Play:
This is a game for 2 or more players. This game is to be played 
outside. Chalk the numbers 0 to 10 on the floor. Place the water gun 
on the zero. All players start on the number 10. Take it in turns to roll 
the dice and then move that number of spaces towards the zero (and 
the water gun) Encourage mathematical language whilst playing. E.g. 
“I was on 10. I rolled a 3. 10 subtract 3 is 7. I am now on number 7”

The winner is the first person to arrive on zero. They can then quickly 
get the water gun and squirt the other players. 
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https://horley.surrey.sch.uk/subjects/mathematics/


Parent Information
Subtraction

Parent Information
Measures – Length and Height

When making direct comparisons on an objects size, children will often say it is 
big or bigger than something else. We want to encourage them to use more 
specific mathematical vocabulary. When comparing the length of an object we 
describe it as being longer or shorter.
For example ‘The blue snake 
is longer than the green 
snake. The green snake is 
shorter than the blue 
snake.’

When comparing the height of an object we would use the vocabulary taller 
and shorter.

For example ‘The giraffe is taller than the zebra. The zebra 
is shorter than the giraffe.’

We may also compare the width of an object using the language wider and
narrower.

As their knowledge and understanding of this language and their ability to make 
accurate comparisons improves we progress into measuring things using identical 
objects rather than centimetres.
For example I am measuring how tall the 
zebra is. My identical objects I have chosen 
to use are building bricks (this can be 
whatever you choose as long as they are the 
same as each other). The zebra is 6 bricks 
tall.

The mathematical language we use in Receptionwhen discussing subtraction is: 
subtract, take away, fewer, less, minus

We try to make mathematics as real for the children as we can so incorporating 
subtraction into everyday life really helps to enable children to see a purpose for 
it. Using food to teach subtraction is always a good place to start and does not 
need any additional preparation to a normal dinner time.
In school we also use tens frames and Numicon to teach subtraction.

When using a tens frame we remove the counters 
that are being subtracted.

When using Numicon we place the tile we are 
subtracting over the top. This picture shows 5 subtract 
3 leaves 2.

When recording our subtraction sentences we use the part whole model until 
Year 1 where they are introduced to the subtraction and equals sign. The reason 
for this is that children quite often muddle the signs at this early stage. By using 
the part whole method we are introducing from the very beginning the inverse 
relationship between addition and subtraction. 

For example 3 add 2 makes 5. 2 add 3 makes 5 but 
also this shows that 5 subtract 2 leaves 3 and 5 minus 
3 leaves 2.


