
 
 

  
   

  

 

 
   
 

Friday 1st May 2020 
Dear Parents, 
 

Hello again! We hope that you are all safe and well! Some of you may have seen the latest 
Government briefing yesterday which says they will be detailing the next stages of the country’s 
response to Covid-19 next week. At this stage, we do not have any more information than what has 
been shared publicly about what this will look like but please be rest assured, we will be working 
hard to put various plans and support in place as/when required.  
 
Some parents have also been in touch asking about free school meal vouchers. Unfortunately, at 
this time, this is only for families who are entitled to income-related Free School Meals (FSM) as 
opposed to the Universal Infant FSM which applies to any child within reception, Year 1 or Year 2. 
If you think you are entitled to income related FSM, especially if your circumstances have now 
changed, please get in touch with us at info@horley.surrey.sch.uk and we will see if/how we can 
help further.  
 
Parent Questionnaire & Home Learning Changes 
Thank you to everybody who responded to our home learning questionnaire that we sent out last 
week. We had 80 responses which works out around 25% of all our families. I have included some 
of the overall responses here and will explain how we have changed a few things as a result. 
 

Question: How do you feel about the optional home learning activities? 
 
The amount to choose from is just right 

There is too much choice 

I like being able to ‘pick and choose’ 

I am finding it hard to motivate my child 

I am finding it hard to juggle the activities with work 

The difficulty of the activities is just right 

 
 
                              Question:  How do you feel about the level of communication? 
 

 Just    The amount of information has been just right 

There has been too much information and too often 

I would like more information 

 

Question:  Which day would you prefer to get the home learning on? 
 

 Monday 

 Friday 
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Question: Would you be interested in a printed    Yes 
pack for the home learning?     No 
     Maybe 
 
Home Learning Packs 

Because of the feedback received, we will now be sending a colour copy of the 
home learning overview and the home learning activities pack via Studybugs on 
Friday evening and uploading both of these to the year group page on the school 
website by Friday evening. We will also be printing some packs in black and white 
so they are ready to be collected from school on the weekend if you would like 

one. They will be by the front door in red pockets – please only take the pack for your child’s year 
group and look carefully at the label to make sure you pick up the correct year group pack! Please 
also use the cones to socially distance if someone is in front of you. We will keep an eye on ‘stock 
levels’ and top up as/when needed and put new packs in each weekend for the upcoming week.  
 

Structure of learning 
Some other key messages that came up is that parents are finding it hard to structure the day and 
a daily “to do” list would be more useful. As a result, we have changed the format of the home-
learning activities we are sending home and hopefully this will provide some structure for those of 
you who have said you would like some. The images in 
the top corner of the first page on the home-learning 
sheet also act as hyperlinks as do the images on the second page so hopefully this will help take 
you to the right places.  
 

Juggling work and home learning 
Some parents who are having to juggle working from home 
with home learning are also finding this a challenge – rest 
assured, you are not the only ones! Please just try your 
best! One common theme is how to juggle being ‘parent’ 
and ‘teacher’ and ‘worker’. One idea could be to wear 
something associated with work e.g. a lanyard, ID card, 
baseball hat, neckerchief (whatever works for you!) that 
signals you are ‘working’ and talking about this with your 
child and establishing this routine. Similarly, some parents 
are adopting a teacher name so children know when it’s 

learning time – again, this could be signalled by wearing something. You can even be an honorary 
member of Horley Infant School staff if you’d like – feel free to cut out and use this badge! 
Remember, when it’s Mummy/Daddy time, take these off so your child knows it’s ‘play time’.  
 
Managing behaviour 
Some parents have told us that they are finding the managing of behaviour at home difficult. I have 
heard from lots of parents how their child is almost unrecognisable and do remember, we are still 
in the middle of a global crisis – please do not put yourself or your child under any unnecessary 
pressure, just do your best. To try and help, we have made some ‘Help @ Home’ packs with a 
variety of resources which may help you. Each pack includes: 

- A ’10 ideas for improving children’s behaviour at home’ booklet 
- 5 x reward charts 
- 1 x consequence chart 
- 1 x cloud, sun and rainbow chart 
- 1 x ‘now, next and then’ chart with post-it notes 
- 5 x ‘Star of the Home’ certificates 

Hello! My name is… 
 

______________________________ 
I am an honorary member of staff at 

Horley Infant School from home! 



 
 

  
   

Each of these resources comes with simple instructions on how to use them. These will also be 
available to pick up alongside your home learning packs if you would like one. If you are struggling 
with how to help/manage your child at home – please don’t hesitate to get in touch with your 
child’s class teacher via the year group email address below. We are here to help if we can! 
 
Communication 
We have lots of different ways you can get in touch with us but as we are using multiple channels 
during this time, some messages are being missed because they aren’t following these routes. I 
know it’s tricky but this would really help us to help you and to make sure we are responding to 
messages. 
 

How / where? For what / why? 

Studybugs 

For replying to personal “keeping in touch conversations” 
and to report illnesses only.  

Please do not send in questions or queries that need 
a response via Studybugs. 

Email 
reception@horley.surrey.sch.uk 

year1@horley.surrey.sch.uk 
year2@horley.surrey.sch.uk  

For questions specific to home learning or queries about 
Bug Club etc. Also for sending in messages and photos you 

would like to share with your class teachers. Please use 
your child’s teacher’s name as the Subject. Teachers will 

aim to reply within 72 hours at an appropriate time of day. 

Purple Mash 

For sending messages and uploading photos to be shared 
with other children in the class via the class blog. These can 
only be seen by teachers and other children within the same 

class. 

 

Email 
attendance@horley.surrey.sch.uk  

For informing us of any changes/requests to essential 
school based childcare you require. We will aim to reply as 
quickly as possible. Please keep us updated weekly. 

School Telephone 
01293 782263 

For general, non-emergency/enquiries within school. This is 
staffed ad-hoc throughout the day/week so you may not 

always get an answer/response. 

Email  
info@horley.surrey.sch.uk  

For general non-emergency questions related to school e.g. 
uniform enquiries / Sunrise & Sunset 

 

 
That’s all for now folks! We have a fantastic new Horley Infant School video debuting soon on our 
YouTube channel – keep your eyes peeled…! 
 

 
 
 

 
Mr. Walters & The Horley Infant School Family 

 
 
 

“Take care, keep kind and stay safe”. 
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What we may remember 
“I remember how all the schools had to partially 

close and how mums and dads couldn’t go to work 
so they didn’t have as much money to do nice 
things. We weren’t allowed to go and visit our 

friends and family and couldn’t go out anywhere. 
The shops ran out of things so you didn’t have 
much flour, bread, and toilet rolls, too! Holidays 
abroad were cancelled, weddings were postponed 

and thousands of people were very poorly and died. 
The NHS was stretched more than ever and all the 
carers, doctors and nurses worked so hard and lots 

of them died, too.” 

What they may remember 
“I remember playing in the garden for hours with 

mum and dad and having picnics outside and 
making fancy drinks using things I’d never seen in 
the cupboards before! I remember making things 

like models and aeroplanes and Lego with my Dad 
and baking all sorts of funny things with my Mum. 
I remember making dens out of cushions and towels 
with my little brother and teaching him how to do 

hand stands. My sister showed me how to do 
dances and funny voices in time to music and we 
had lots of time together as a family. I remember 

mum’s favourite words being “hey, I’ve got an 
idea…” rather than “maybe later or tomorrow, I’m a 
bit busy.” I remember making our own dinners from 
scratch and chatting with all our family we don’t 

normally see on the iPad all the time.”  

We are in the same storm,  
we are not all in the same boat. 

For some, this a moment of reflection, 
reconnections, easy times in flip-flops and a 

coffee. For others this is a desperate financial 
and family crisis. For some that live alone, 
they’re facing endless loneliness. Others are 

working more hours for less money, due to pay 
cuts or loss in commissioned sales. Some 

parents are furloughed with infinite time but 
coupled with infinite uncertainty about the 

future of their job. Some are at home spending 
two to three hours a day, helping their child 

with home learning, whilst others are doing the 
same on top of a 10–12 hour work day. Some 
have experienced the near death of the virus, 
some have already lost someone from it, and 

some are not sure if their loved ones are going 
to make it. Others don’t believe this is a big 
deal. Some have faith in a higher force and 

expect miracles this year; others say the worst 
is yet to come. We are all on different ships 

during this storm, experiencing a very different 
journey. Don’t be a judge, be a captain. We are 

on different ships looking to survive. 
Let everyone navigate their route with respect, 

empathy and responsibility. 



 
 

  
   

How are you doing? 

If you, or your family are having a 
hard time at the moment, you are 
not alone. There are many ways 
to get help. 

How to keep your child safe 

Young people may be spending 
a lot more time online. Do you 
know who your child is talking 
to? 

For online safety advice for 
children and parents visit 
www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

If young people see something 
criminal online (or offline) 
they can report it 100% 
anonymously at 
www.fearless.org 

If you’re concerned about the 
safety of a child or young 
person call 0300 470 9100 
(01483 517898 
out of office hours) to speak to 
the specialist team at Surrey 
Children’s Single Point of Access. 

Mental health 

Social distancing and isolation 
will be hard for many people. 
For tips on mental wellbeing 
and to access specialist 
support locally visit 
www.healthysurrey.org.uk/ 
mentalwellbeing 

 

You can also get help from 
Mind. Visit www.mind.org.uk, 
call 0300 123 3393 or text 
86463. 

If you, or someone you know 
is in any sort of crisis visit 
www.samaritans.org or call 
them on 116 123. 

Young people who are feeling 
particularly anxious or 
depressed can visit 
www.kooth.com 

At home shouldn’t mean at 
risk 

If you are feeling frightened in  
your home because of 
someone’s behaviour, the 
Surrey Domestic Abuse 
Helpline is open 9am to 9pm, 7 
days a week; 01483 776822 or 
visit www.surreyagainstda.info 

If you are in immediate danger 
call the Police on 999. If you 
can’t talk out loud the police 
operate a Silent Solution, call 
999 and then press 55. 

Children and young people 
who don’t feel safe at home 
can get  help from Childline, 
call 0800 1111 or visit 
www.childline.org.uk 

Stay Safe. #SurreyTogether 
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