
 
 

  
   

  

 

 
   
 

Sunday 12th April 2020 

Dear Parents, 
 

We hope you are all having a wonderful Easter together and haven’t eaten too many Easter 
eggs! Just a few little updates for you as we thought you’d be missing us a bit by now…! 
 
Coronavirus Story illustrated by Axel Schefller 
There is a new Coronavirus story uploaded to the ‘Coronavirus’ 
section of our website. If your child, or anyone you know with 
primary aged children, still have questions or concerns about the 
virus, feel free to take a look by clicking/tapping on the image which 
will take you to our website.  
 
Schools Update 
Some of you may have seen in the media that there are a growing number of rumours around 
when schools will be re-opening for families other than those with critical workers or vulnerable 
people who require essential school based childcare. The Government have once again issued 
a statement to say that a decision has not yet been made and that they will be carefully 
responding to the scientific information to decide when this may be safe to do so.  
 
Please be assured that regardless of when this is, we will do our very best as a school to plan 
for the best way to support the children and you, our families. Our plan will vary depending on 
when the majority of children return to school but please do trust that we will do everything to 
make sure it is as smooth and worry free as possible. Please do not worry about your child 
being catapulted into a new year/class – we have a great track record of working closely with 
the other schools, nurseries and pre-schools in the Horley Learning Partnership to make sure 
we put the needs of our children first. As soon as we have a greater idea of what the return to 
school will look like, we will let you know – we promise! 
 
Reception 2020 intake & Year 3 transition information 
Surrey County Council have confirmed that they will be 
releasing information next week for parents with children who 
are due to start Reception or Year 3 in September 2020. For parents of current Year 2 children, 
I can only imagine how anxious some of you may be with regards to this and I am sure you will 
have one hundred questions regarding new parent meetings, transition information and new 
starter packs etc. I am sure that these are the same questions that many of the school leaders 
in Horley are also thinking about and, as I’ve said before, much of how we respond to these 

questions will be based on when schools are due to re-open. 
Please can I ask that parents refrain from contacting your child’s 
next school with lots of questions at this stage – I will be working 
very closely with local Headteachers to keep you informed as 
quickly as we can. Similarly, there may be lots of anxious new 
parents turning to social media asking questions about Horley 
Infant School – just to let you know, we are sending each new 
parent a ‘welcome card’ in the post with information on where 
to keep an eye out on our website for new starter information.  

  

https://horley.surrey.sch.uk/horley-infant-school-coronavirus/


 
 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Not long before we had to close school for the majority of families, I led an assembly with the 
children about “colouring the world in kindness”. We talked about how doing something good 
for others made the world a more colourful place and it also made you feel good at the same 
time. With much of the media focussing on the devastating impact that Coronavirus is having 
on communities and families, we thought it would be important to also focus on the goodness 
that still remains during this difficult and challenging time.  
 
YouTube 
The Horley Infant School YouTube channel has got off to a flying start! With 1,600 views for 
our initial video and over 3,500 views for our own version of “A Million Dreams”!! WOW!! The 
education consultancy company ‘Strictly Education 4Surrey’ caught wind of our video and are 
promoting it in their staff newsletter next week! Another enormous thank you to everyone who 
volunteered to be a part of it – what an amazing group of people that work here at Horley 
Infant School. There are lots of other videos on there too so take a look! If you’re getting a bit 
tired of Joe Wickes or Jump Start Jonny, our very own Mr Hyde is on there with some activities. 
There are lots of great stories for bedtime too including Horrid Henry read by Mrs. Read, Kitchen 
Disco read by Mrs. Andrews, The Jumblies ready by Mrs. Allaway, Tomorrow I’ll Be Brave read 
by Miss Gilbert and even Supertato with the dreaded Evil Pea by Miss Cox; I’ve watched a few 
whilst eating my dinner! I have been brave and recorded a Jackanory style 
“George’s Marvellous Medicine” in various parts being released each day – 
keep an eye out! Click on the YouTube logo to go straight to our YouTube 
channel!  

 
Lighthouse Competition 

Some of you may have entered the lighthouse competition that we sent 
out via Studybugs where the winner could win a £20 voucher for 
Hobbycraft. One of our lovely children in Dolphins managed to win one of 
the prizes for her FANTASTIC lighthouse creation! WOW! Well done 
Poppy!!  
Have you been busy making anything exciting at home, too? On your 
Purple Mash blogs I’ve seen cakes, dens, stories, Lego and many other 
things being made, too! What a creative bunch you all are!  

 
NHS Workers 
As you know, the wonderful volunteers in school who are also known as 
“The Friends”, very kindly redistributed the Easter Eggs we were going 
to use for our Easter Egg hunt to NHS workers at East Surrey Hospital 
and also to the Horley Food Bank. The Chair of the Friends has also been 
busy putting together yummy treats for East Surrey Hospital staff and 
delivering these weekly on a voluntary basis. We have also been told by 
one of our parents who works at East Surrey Hospital that a family in 
Dragonflies has organised for a huge collection of items to be collected 
and then donated as part of staff care boxes at East Surrey Hospital with 
hundreds and hundreds of items including hand cream, eye-masks and a 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9eLbZWtdOrJNPwlFIcjsHw?view_as=subscriber


 
 

  
   

few treats. We were told by the parent who works there: “I cannot tell you how grateful my 
team were and the box of hand cream went straight to the intensive care unit.”  What an 
amazing family of people we have here at Horley Infant School!   
 

Oakwood School 
Some of you may have seen how schools up and down the country are getting involved and 
supporting hospitals with various personal protective equipment and resources. Our very own 
local secondary school has done exactly that and have supported their community and local 
hospital in the following ways: 
 

- Donating food and resources to the Horley Food Bank 
- Sending 145 goggles and boxes of gloves to East Surrey Hospital 
- Sending 30 goggles to Birchwood GP surgery 
- Sending soap to Surrey County Council to distribute to care homes, refuse 

depots and other local service providers.  
 
The Horley Learning Partnership which is made up of all of the schools in Horley has the strapline 
“Better Together” and I can’t think of a better time where this is true. Well done Oakwood 
School!  
 
Horley Food Bank 
Our amazing volunteers at the Horley Food Bank were pleased to announce 
that they were able to re-open thanks to the overwhelming support of the 
community. One of our school governors is part of the exceptional team of 
people who volunteer at the foodbank to make sure there is food and supplies 
for those who may need it most in these difficult times. To find out more 
about the Horley Food bank, click/tap on the image to go directly to their 
webpage.  
 

School Staff 
Lastly, I want to say thank you to our fabulous team of school staff who are working under 
strange and new circumstances to continue to support families in so many different shapes and 
forms as well as balancing their own families and challenges. The positive feedback from parents 
has been overwhelming and I know they have all appreciated the kind thanks you have sent in.  
 
I want to take the chance to also thank and acknowledge you all at home for how you are 
dealing with these challenging times. The photos that are on the blogs and the messages which 
I have seen on the year group emails prove that you are doing your absolute best for your 
wonderful families at home. For some of you, this may have been the time you have finally put 
up those shelves in the dining room, learnt a new language or mastered a new chord on an 
instrument. For others, simply getting out of pyjamas and into ‘normal clothes’, watching a TV 
advert without crying and not drinking gin before 6pm is an achievement in itself…! I know that 
I had great plans of rebuilding Lego sets from my youth – two 
and a half weeks in and this is still how far I’ve got…!! Ah well! 
Just remember to be kind to yourselves and to follow my new 
favourite quote for this experience: 
 

“Take care, keep kind and stay safe”. 
 

Mr. Walters  

http://www.horleyfoodbank.com/about.html

