
Reception Parent Meeting Newsletter 
                           Spring Term 2020 
 

Dear Parents,                                                                                     9th January 2020 
 
Happy New Year! It was lovely to see those of you who were able to attend our 
parent meeting today.  Here are a few notes from the meeting this morning if you 
were unable to attend. 
 
On Friday you will receive a “Holidays!” booklet in your child’s book bag.  This is a 
chance for you and your child to share information about their Christmas break.  
Your child will spend time with their teacher talking about their booklet and using this 
to support their learning opportunities. Please return it as soon as you can. 
 
Reading and Bug Club 
This morning we introduced our online reading scheme ‘Bug Club’.  All children have 
been set up with an account.  You will find a user guide in book bags today 
explaining how to login and get started.  We hope you enjoy using this fantastic 
resource with your children! 
 
Please make sure that you are practising the sounds that your child has been 
learning regularly and the tricky words that are stuck in your home school link book.   
A member of the Reception teaching team continues to read with your child at least 
once a week. Your children may have started moving onto different coloured book 
bands and will have started to be exposed to more varied language and letter 
sounds during their phonic sessions.  
      
As your child moves onto the next colour book band, we will add a coloured reading 
guidance slip into the home/school link book. The colour relates to your child’s 
current reading stage and has information to help you support your child when 
reading at home in correlation with their reading stage. 
 
We cannot emphasise enough how important it is to read at home with your child 
and do remember to use Bug Club as another reading resource at home! Please 
continue to read to your child in order for them to have the opportunity to listen as 
part of their reading experience. 
 
Writing   
Your child should now be writing their own name, using our cursive handwriting 
scheme, which many of the children are adapting to well. We understand that not 
everyone has quite reached this stage so please encourage them to practise their 
name every day.   
 
Now that your children are becoming more confident with 
their phonics skills, they are beginning to use them when 
writing. Please encourage your child to sound out a word 
before they write it.  At this stage please don’t worry if they 



are not spelt correctly, lots of confidence is what we are aiming to instil into the 
children so they will be happy to have a go! 
 
We are encouraging the children to hold their pencils correctly and use the tripod 
grip.  A great way to support your child developing fine motor skills is to play with 
lego, playdough, pegs, threading objects, squeezing stress balls and mark making in 
general.  Your children need lots of confidence and opportunities to write so please 
give them lots of opportunities to develop their skills.  For example, get them to help 
you to write a shopping list – even if they’re just writing the initial sound i.e. b for 
butter.  Remember to model writing in front of your children too, they learn lots from 
what they see you do at home! 
   
Mathematics 
Most children should now be confident with counting, recognising and ordering 
numbers to 10, although there will be some children who are still working towards 
this.  Last term there was a real focus on counting accurately and the children 
became experts at counting, knowing that they needed to say the number names in 
the correct order, tap or move objects as they are counted and carry out these tasks 
slowly. This has really developed the children’s 1:1 correspondence.  
 
Later in the term we will start learning about ‘teen’ numbers.  As we work towards 
the end of the school year the expectation is that children will be confident when 
counting, ordering and recognising numbers 0-20 and beyond.  
 
At home with your children you can: 

• Play any form of games with a dice – practising counting the dots and moving 
the correct number of spaces.  

• Counting out the correct number of knives and forks to lay the dinner table. 

• Singing popular number songs i.e. 5 little ducks, 10 green bottles etc. 

• Counting out coins and real money when you go shopping. 

• Weighing and measuring ingredients when you’re cooking – thinking about the 
relevant mathematical vocabulary i.e. heavy, light, heaviest, lightest, full, 
empty, half full/empty, more, fewer, less.          

 
Magical Maths’ sessions 
Last term our ‘Fun with Phonics’ parent sessions received very positive feedback, so 
building on this we will be running some Magical Maths sessions this term.   Sign-up 
sheets will be available as soon as dates are confirmed.  Sessions will run in a 
similar format to the Fun with Phonics sessions.  We look forward to welcoming you 
back into the classrooms to discover how we learn and how you can support your 
child’s learning. 
 
Our theme this term 
This term we will be basing our teaching and learning on the wonderful books of 
Julia Donaldson.  Her books support the children in the understanding of rhyme, 
alliteration, repetitive text and rhythm in speech, which are all important aspects of 
reading and writing.  We will be using her books to inspire and encourage the 



children to apply their phonic knowledge in their independent writing during their 
child-initiated play.   
 
‘Just to Let You Know’ slips     
We have sent some more ‘Just to let you know’ slips home in book bags today.  
Please send them in with those important milestones and achievements your child 
experiences at home - we love hearing about what your children achieve outside of 
school! 
 
Multi Faith Day with food festival after school 
On Thursday 27th February, the children will be learning about a variety of different 
religions and cultures. After school, everybody is invited to sample foods from 
different cultures, the local community and families within our school. Have you got 
a special dish you would like to share? Are you able to make something and donate 
it to our festival? If so, please speak to Miss Ritchie in Turtles class! 
 
Please don’t forget we have an open door policy at Horley Infant School so if you 
ever need to discuss something with a member of staff then please let us know, we 
are more than happy to help!  

       
With best wishes, 

 

   
Marie Read                                     Charlotte Cox 

  
 
 

Anna Hill and Ruth Rodriguez              Charlotte King and Sarah French 
 


