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22nd November 2019  

Dear Parents,  

It’s beginning to look a lot like… winter! The temperature has dropped and the leaves are falling which can only mean 

one thing - winter is coming…! Please make sure your children are coming in with named coats and accessories such as 

gloves and scarves as these can become easily lost in the winter months. Our lost property is over-flowing and the floors 

are littered with lost accessories; the lost property will be cleared out in time for the Christmas Fair so please make sure 

you claim your lost items!  

Anti-Bullying Week  

Last week was anti-bullying week in school and the children and adults focused on what a good friendship involves and 

what makes a great friend. Odd socks day was a chance for us all to celebrate our individuality and to express what makes 

us unique. In the next few days, a leaflet will be coming home to explain our school’s stance on bullying and how to 

identify and respond to any concerns you may have. For the time being, you may find the table below useful:  

Friendship Fall Out  Rude  Mean  Bullying  

Occasional  Occasional  Once or twice  Repeated  

Unplanned  
Spontaneous / 

unintentional  Intentional  
Planned and done on 

purpose  

All parties are upset  
Can cause hurt 

feelings / upset  

Can hurt others 

deeply  

Only the person being 

bullied is upset  

  

Knives & Forks  

Reception children have started to join the star of the week lunch table and it’s been lovely to 

get to know the children better; you find out all sorts at the dinner table, trust me…! I have 

noticed that a few children across the school are really struggling with how to hold their knives 

and forks for different purposes (scooping; cutting; picking up food with a fork). If you tap on 

the picture of the knife and fork, there is a useful guide which may help at home if this is 

something your child finds tricky.   

Christmas Fair  

It will soon be that time of year again…! The Friends of Horley Infant School have been working 

extremely hard to get things prepared for our annual event. Please keep your eyes peeled for the sign-up 

sheet which will be coming out on the Friends noticeboard in our entrance hall. For the class with the most 

adults signed up, I will visit them with hot chocolate, cream and  marshmallows and we will watch a short 

Scooby-Doo Christmas cartoon!   
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Please note that this year the price of our raffle tickets has changed. Tickets are now 50p each instead of 20p so the price 

per ‘book’ is now £2.50 instead of £1. This is purely so we have less paper waste and are being more eco-friendly! These 

raffle tickets have been sent home; if you do not wish to buy any then please simply return them to the school office so 

they can be redistributed. Thank you!  

Christmas Cards  

We will once again be giving Royal Mail a run for their money this year by running our very  own internal 

Horley Infant School Christmas post service. Children are invited to send  Christmas cards to each other 

and must include the child’s first name and class name  on the envelope otherwise they will not be 

delivered. Unfortunately, due to GDPR regulations,   

we can’t give out class lists to parents but hope that you enjoy writing Christmas cards  

 alongside your child – what a great opportunity to share some purposeful writing together!  

The post box will be out in the entrance hall from Monday 2nd December and the final class post will be on  Friday 14th 

December. Please note that we only deliver to classes – a few years ago we had a card for Nanny and Grandad with an 

address for The Acres…!  

  

I have seen some of the AMAZING artwork that has been produced on the Christmas cards, mugs and teatowels that have 

been purchased through the Friends this year – they are simply stunning!  

HLP (Horley Learning Partnership) Football Event  

Another ‘proud Headteacher moment’ took place last week when our Year 2 children took part in 

a football competition with all other local Horley schools. The children braved the chilly   

weather, worked superbly as a team and came in joint first place! CONGRATULATIONS!!  

Parking  

This week in school the children have been learning about road safety. Please take this time to remind yourselves of 

our school’s safety code of conduct:  

Do  Don’t  

Park safely when dropping off / picking up either 

by a raised kerb or in a nearby car-park (permits  

are available from the office)  

Park on the zig-zag lines or on the path  

Park on or across driveways  

Park in the staff car park without permission  

Walk along the path in front of school and then 

through the main gates and school path  
Walk / cut through the staff car park  

Cycle or scoot to school and then walk your bike / 

scooter through the playground  

Ride your bike / scooter through the 

playground  

Put your mobile phone away whilst you are in 

school  

Use your mobile phone in the main entrance, 

corridors or classrooms  

Keep dogs on a lead and outside the school 

premises (unless they are a guide dog)  

Bring dogs onto the school grounds  

(unless they are a guide dog)  

Find an open space away from school to smoke  Smoke on or outside the school grounds  
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Absence  

Each week we run an attendance competition where the class with the least absence and 

lateness is awarded a certificate, a trophy and stickers.  At the end of each term weekly points 

are totalled and prizes are awarded to the top three classes.  As parents, you have a legal 

responsibility to ensure your child’s attendance at school.   

Please be aware that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 

2013, which became law on 1st September 2013 state that Headteachers may NOT grant any leave of absence during 

term time unless there are exceptional circumstances.  Unauthorised absence may result in a Penalty Notice which is 

initially £60 per parent, per pupil if paid within 21 days, rising to £120 if paid between 21 – 28 days.  If the Penalty Notice 

remains unpaid after 28 days the Local Authority must consider a prosecution in the Magistrates Court.  We are required 

to check absence on a half term basis and repeated absence is followed up by the Education Welfare Officer so it is 

essential that the reason for absence be notified as all absences are recorded.  Failure to notify reasons for absence will 

be recorded as unauthorised.  The Home School Link Worker will telephone parents who have not contacted the school 

by 9.30am with reasons for childrens’ absence.  Penalty Notices may also be issued where there are seven unauthorised 

absences in a six week period.  Unauthorised leave of absence covers holidays, birthdays and visiting sick relatives.  Do 

remember that you can always use Studybugs to let us know the reasons for your child’s absence!   

Christmas Carol Concert: Thursday 12th December at the Horley Methodist Church  (6:00 – 6:30 

approximately)  

  

If you need something to get you in the Christmassy spirit, why not come and join us for  our annual 

Christmas Carol Concert? This is a whole school community opportunity open  for everyone: parents, 

friends, neighbours, relatives and children!  Our children perform  a ‘walk-on’ nativity scene with a 

selection of songs for us all to join in with, including our   very own school choir. It really is a magical 

event and gets everyone feeling very Christmassy!   

All children are invited to come and be a part of the service, so we encourage you to get a nativity costume of their choice 

and come and join us! We will have a small selection of spare costumes at the church if needed.  

At the end of the concert there will be a collection for the Horley Night Shelter and Food Bank. Depending on the number 

of people who arrive, it may be a bit of a ‘squash and a squeeze’ as it is always impossible to predict how popular these 

sorts of event will be. We do ask that you are patient with us if you are unable to get a seat, however, like a traditional 

Christmas dinner where you have to sit on the plastic garden chair or the stool from in front of the wardrobe, it’s not 

Christmas unless you’re elbow to elbow with someone you haven’t seen since last Christmas….!  

Nits – Check – Treat - Complete  

The following national guidelines on headlice is produced by the Public Health Medicine Environmental Group and as there 

have been quite a few cases in school already this term, I thought I’d share it with parents …  

  

Check  

 Check children’s hair once a week  

 Use a proper detection comb – with teeth no more than 0.3mm apart to trap headlice and white in colour so they 

can easily be seen.  Research has found detection combing was nearly four times more effective than visual 

inspection for finding live lice  

 If live lice are found, consult a pharmacist for current treatment advice  

 If head lice are spotted, take a close look at all the family, and ask close family and friends 

to check as well  

Treat  

 Only treat if live lice are identified  

 Use a clinically proven treatment, ideally with a physical mode of action to   
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which lice are very unlikely to build up resistance   

 Leave the treatment on for the recommended time for maximum effect – leaving it on for longer will not make it 

more effective.  

Complete  

 Repeat the treatment for a second time seven days after the first to kill any lice that may hatch from eggs during 

that time, if the pack instructions specify that a second application is required  

 Check that all head lice have gone about a week after the final application of headlice treatment to complete 

the process  

 Regular use of a leave-in conditioning spray, is clinically proven to protect against future infections by killing headlice 

before they have a chance to spread.  

  

Money you’ve raised!  

Children in Need took place last week and the Sunrise and Sunset team raised a fantastic total of £ 220.20 

through their cake sale and the children of Horley Infants raised £259 by  

  

coming to school in non-uniform, so totalling a whopping £479.20!  

Thank you so much for all of your continued support to these very worthwhile causes. I appreciate that in these tough 

economic times and the run up to Christmas that things can be especially tough but I am always so proud and impressed 

by your generosity and kindness.  

Milk  

We have lots of children who aren’t drinking their milk within school. All children under 5 are entitled to free  

milk but you must opt in to receive this and many parents continue to pay for milk when their child is over 5. 

Please can we encourage you to chat with your child about whether they do/don’t want milk; we seem to be  

battling with some children who just aren’t wanting/drinking their milk…! If you wish to stop ordering milk for  

your child, please contact www.coolmilk.com to cancel your order. Regardless, we seem to have a large   

excess of milk so we have decided to put this milk in a ‘community fridge’ in our main entrance hall. Anybody  

is welcome to take some cartons home in order to help minimise waste and to help reduce household costs.  

Baby News!  

You may have noticed that Mrs. Ratcliffe has some exciting news! She has a planned last day of Friday 6th December before 

commencing her maternity leave. She is also in the process of moving house – it all comes at once doesn’t it!? Please join 

me in wishing her all the very best with this incredibly exciting next chapter!  

Amazon Smile & Easy Fundraising  

Just a reminder that we are signed up to Amazon Smile which means The Friends of Horley Infant School 

can receive 0.5% of purchases you make via Amazon without any additional cost to yourself. Please tap on 

the school logo to find instructions on how to set this up easily on your mobile device. You can also use a 

similar scheme at www.easyfundraising.org.uk where we also receive money based on your online shopping 

at selected retailers, without any additional cost to yourself. If your company would also like to match fund any of our 

stalls at the fair, please get in touch with The Friends as friends@horley.surrey.sch.uk   
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Surrey Admission consultations  

Each year, Surrey consults with parents about changes to school admissions arrangements regarding individual schools in 

Surrey. This year’s consultation does not affect Horley schools but we have been requested to let you know about the 

consultations. If you would like to respond, please visit www.surreysays.co.uk   

  

  

Upcoming Events – dates for your diary with more details to follow  

Non-uniform day – Friday 29th November – in exchange for ladies gifts for the Christmas fair  

The YMCA Santa Run is returning to Priory Park on Sunday 8th December 2019.  Santas of all ages and abilities are invited 

to join in the festive fun.  £12.50pp includes a free Santa suit, snack, drink and medal.  Please book early as this event sold 

out last year.  Please use the link below for further information and bookings …. 

https://www.ymcaeastsurrey.org.uk/santa-run/  

Non-uniform day – Friday 6th December – in exchange for cakes from Reception and Year 1 

and teddies from Year 2  

Christmas Fair – Saturday 7th December – 11am – 2 pm  

Friends Meeting – Wednesday 11th December – 7.00 pm  

Christmas Plays - Reception  

– Thursday 12th December – 9.10 am – Ladybirds and Butterflies  

- Thursday 12th December – 2.00 pm – Dragonflies and Bumblebees  

- Friday 13th December – 9.10 am – Dragonflies and Bumblebees  

- Friday 13th December – 2.00 pm – Ladybirds and Butterflies  

Carol Concert – Thursday 12th December – 6.00 pm Horley Methodist Church  

Disco – Friday 13th December – 6.00 – 7.30 pm   

Christmas Plays – Years 1 and 2  

- Tuesday 17th December – 9.10 am – Year 1  

- Tuesday 17th December – 2.00 pm – Year 2  

- Wednesday 18th December – 9.10 am – Year 2  

- Wednesday 18th December – 2.00 pm – Year 1  

Christmas Jumper & Dinner Day – Thursday 19th December   

Party Day – Friday 20th December - children can come in to school in party clothes.  

Break up 1:45pm on Friday 20th December – Happy Christmas everyone!  

First day back – Monday 6th January 2020  

That’s all for now ….  

Kind regards  
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Jason Walters  

Headteacher  


