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Dear Parents 

Well, we’re nearly there…!  What an exciting first term it’s been here at Horley Infant School!  We’ve had 
120 fresh faces join us, brilliant Fun with Phonics sessions, a fabulous school grounds working party, Harvest 
and Christmas celebrations, tremendous school events organised by The Friends and community events 
involving our wonderful choir and our wonderful children visiting different community groups in Horley – and 
many many more!  We hope you’ve enjoyed the start to the year as much as we have! 

Christmas Fair 

The Friends are busy calculating the final total for the Christmas Fair… all I can tell you at the moment is 
that it’s a juicy amount – watch out for The Friends updates to find the grand total – you’ll be amazed!  There 
have been lots of requests from teachers for what to spend the money on; The Friends will let you know 
about these great purchases in due course! 

It’s impossible to thank everyone individually who contributed to this amazing result 
but my particular thanks go out to all The Friends who worked tirelessly to make this 
such a success in the run up to the event and also on the day.  Also, my thanks go 
out to the flurry of staff members who voluntarily gave up their time to help out on 
the day – it means so much to me that so many parents, staff members and 
community folk took time out during this busy time of year to support the school. 

Wanted for Year 1 

Year 1 have added a workbench to their outside classroom and have bought tools which 
they are going to teach the children to use VERY CAREFULLY.  We wondered if anyone 
might be able to donate small pieces of wood and small (ish) nails that the Year 1 
children could use to make models.  All donations welcome! 

Parking & Road Behaviour 

I took a phone-call from a lovely resident of Lumley Road who really is at the 
end of her tether.  Once again, residents have witnessed parents parking 
across driveways, turning dangerously in the road, sitting in their cars for 30+ 
minutes with engine on idle.  

We really do urge our families to reflect our school values of thoughtfulness, respect and morality with 
their road behaviour.  

I have been out at the gates at the start and end of the school day recently and I’m shocked by what I see.  
People are dangerously turning in the road outside the front gates, people are still parking on the yellow 
zigzag lines or in our staff car park, people are still walking through the car park before and after school.  
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PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE, I cannot stress enough how dangerous this is.  We will be having another residents’ 
forum on Tuesday 25th February where anybody who lives in Albert Road, Lumley Road and Oakwood Road 
is invited to meet with us and consider ways in which we can all work together to promote safer streets 
outside Horley Infant School and Yattendon.  

Charities & Competitions! 

Now for some GOOD news!  Thanks to your generosity, we made £117.62 for the Poppy Appeal from all of 
the poppies and merchandise sold.  

Children at Horley Infant School recently competed in the HATS colouring competition and Maya in Butterflies 
won third prize!  Well done Maya! 

Some of you may know that our brilliant Sunset Club decorated a tree to take part in Tesco’s Christmas Tree 
competition.  Their tree gained the most votes so they are the winners!  HURRAH!  Well done Sunset Club! 

We have also been contacted by the Henry Smith Horley Charity (see poster at the end of the newsletter) to 
see if there’s anyone who may benefit from their work.  This local charity gives local people a small amount 
of financial help for a specific item to make life a bit easier.  Amounts given vary and are typically between 
£100 and £300 and can be for parents who can’t afford school uniform, or need a new cooker for example 
and don’t have the funds for a new one. 

Walk on Wednesday 

In the past, we have taken part in a scheme called ‘Walk on Wednesdays’ where 
the children would try and come to school in a sustainable way e.g. walking, 
scooting, car share in order to try and win a special badge if they did this enough 
times.  We are now doing it again but on Fridays instead and in order to try and 
be more eco-friendly, the Eco Councillors have voted that the winning class will 
get to enjoy a special platter of fruits each half-term instead of individually 
collecting plastic badges.  

Attendance 

Each week we run an attendance competition where the class with the least absence and 
lateness is awarded a certificate, a trophy and stickers.  At the end of each term weekly 
points are totalled and prizes are awarded to the top three classes.  As parents, you have a 
legal responsibility to ensure your child’s attendance at school. 

Please be aware that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2013, which 
became law on 1st September 2013 state that Headteachers may NOT grant any leave of absence during 
term time unless there are exceptional circumstances.  Unauthorised absence may result in a Penalty Notice 
which is initially £60 per parent, per pupil if paid within 21 days, rising to £120 if paid between 21 – 28 days.  
If the Penalty Notice remains unpaid after 28 days the Local Authority must consider a prosecution in the 
Magistrates Court. 

We are required to check absence on a half term basis and repeated absence is followed up by the Inclusion 
Officer so it is essential that the reason for absence be notified and accurate/honest as all absences are 
recorded.  Failure to notify reasons for absence will be recorded as unauthorised.  We will get in touch with 
you via Studybugs if we haven’t heard from you by 9.30am with reasons for childrens’ absence.  Unauthorised 
leave of absence is defined within our Attendance Policy.  Children whose attendance falls below 90% are 
considered to be “persistently absent” and these families will receive a letter and may be discussed with our 
Inclusion Officer, depending on the reasons and frequency of absence. 
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Family Day – Friday 7th February 

This year, we have decided to adapt our traditional Mother’s Day 
Concert and instead have a ‘Family Day’ concert instead where we 
celebrate the important role each and every member of our family plays.  
Whilst we acknowledge that Mums are absolutely fantastic, we are also 
aware that families come in all sorts of different shapes and sizes and 
this is a great chance for us to recognise that.  So, if you would like to 
come along and watch our special celebration of families, please do! 

Multi-Faith Day & Food Festival – Friday 28th February 

Last year we celebrated ‘Multi-Faith Day’ where the children learnt about different faiths that are within our 
school, town, country and world.  This is a chance for the children to learn about other people’s beliefs and 
values and also a chance to come along to our popular Food Festival!  We hosted our first ever Food Festival 
last year where anybody within the Horley Infant School family was invited to bring in a special ‘dish’ linked 
to their family or culture.  Then everyone was invited to come along after school, pay £1 for an empty plate 
and tuck in to the wonderful buffet of delights!  It was honestly one of the best moments I’ve ever had at 
Horley Infant School and I’m so excited for the next one; get your thinking hats on for what you might be 
creating! 

Request for casual Midday Supervisors & ‘Bank’ staff for Sunrise & Sunset 

We are looking for casual Midday Supervisors to assist the Senior Midday Supervisor in 
ensuring the children have a safe, happy and secure midday break and also for occasional 
‘bank’ staff for mornings and afternoons to help in the Sunrise and Sunset Club.  If this is 
something of interest to you, please contact the school office for further details. 

Parent meetings 

At the start of every term we host parent meetings where we give you a flavour of everything that’s coming 
up for your child this term.  We usually try and give some advice/support around a curriculum area too which 
is why it’s a great opportunity to come along if you can make it!  For those that can’t, the key information 
that is shared is sent home via a letter.  

Lost Property 

Our lost property boxes are overflowing again…  At the end of every term we take the 
unclaimed clothes and shoes that don’t have a name in to the textiles recycling at the 
waste management centre – please come and check it before it disappears! 

Studybugs 

We check Studybugs regularly during the day but some messages may get missed 
as it is one inbox for all 300 children in school.  For incoming messages, its 
predominant use is really only for reporting absences.  Also, all admin and teaching 
staff have access to the messaging inbox and outbox so please be aware that any 
private or sensitive messages sent may be seen by a wider audience. 

Junior School applications (parents of year 2 children only) 

Just a reminder, don’t forget if you haven’t already applied to Surrey County Council for a Junior School place 
for your child, the deadline is 15th January 2020.  Although we are a feeder school for Yattendon School you 
must still apply for a place in the same way you applied for your child to start school. 

Online applications can be made via https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/eAdmissions/app.  Parents can  
also request a paper application form or seek impartial help in completing an application via the Surrey 
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Schools and Childcare Service (0300 200 1004).  Full information is available on Surrey’s website at 
www.surreycc.gov.uk/primaryadmissions. 

Dates for your diaries 

Please remember, all dates are on our school website calendar.  It’s possible to sync 
the school’s calendar to your phone  

Wednesday 8th January, 9:10am Reception parent meeting in the hall 
Thursday 9th January, 9:10am Year 2 parent meeting in the hall 
Friday 10th January, 9:10am Year 1 parent meeting in the hall 
Wednesday 15th January, 7pm Friends meeting  
Saturday 1st February 2pm – 4pm Friends Movie Afternoon 
Thursday 6th February Parent Consultations 
Friday 7th February Family Day 
Tuesday 11th February Safer Internet Day 
 Parent Consultations 
Friday 14th February INSET: School closed for training 

Monday 17th - Friday 21st February:  School closed for Half Term 
Friday 28th February  Multi-Faith Day 
Friday 28th February, 3:30pm Food Festival 
Friday 6th March, 9:10am Turtles’ Class Assembly 
Friday 13th March, 9:10am Penguins’ Class Assembly 
Friday 20th March, 9:10am Magpies’ Class Assembly 
Friday 27th March, 9:10am Robins’ Class Assembly 
 Easter Disco (6pm – 7:30pm) 
 

Thank you once again for all of your wonderful support.  From everyone here at Horley Infant School, have 
an amazing Christmas break and a well-earned rest!  Looking forward to seeing you all in the Spring term 
on Monday 6th January 2020! 

 
Kindest regards 

 
 
 
 

 
Jason Walters 
Headteacher 
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