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9th October 2019 
Dear Parents,  
 

I was with friends this weekend and we were reminiscing about songs we used to sing at primary school (for 
some of us, we still sing them now!) One of my favourites from junior school was ‘Autumn Days’, especially as 
we were all encouraged to sing ‘and a win for my home team’ really loudly at the end of one of the verses! It is 
a timely reminder that the colder months are drawing in so please make sure your child comes to school with a 
named coat and they know that the little hook in the back of their coat is for hanging on their peg. Also, it is a 

good idea to make sure they have something reflective on their coats, particularly now the 
nights are drawing in.  
 
On the subject of songs – exciting news! I have received an email to say that a follow  
up song has been released to the Big Red Combine Harvester… it’s called…  
the Big Blue Tractor! Aren’t these exciting times we live in!? 
 

Harvest Festival 
Thank you to the Reception parents who came along to our Harvest Festival – we were 
so exceptionally proud of the children and, despite a few tears at the end (which is normal 
for a Friday where there is the excitement of seeing Mummies, Daddies, family and friends 
in a big audience!), they performed brilliantly. Thank you to everyone who brought in 
donations; these have all been delivered to local residents, a local Contact the Elderly 
group and the food bank. If you ever have future donations, we collect for the Horley 
Food Bank and donations can be left in the white box in our entrance hall.  
 
Charity Updates 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Teapots & Tales event this year – it becomes 
increasingly popular every year! The grand total is… drum roll please… an incredible £717! 
Thanks to your incredible generosity either in your giving of cake, money, help or time. The 
leftover cakes were donated straight to the MacMillan Centre at East Surrey Hospital who were 
very grateful to receive them and they continued to sell them and raise money for the World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning. 

 
Thanks once again to your generosity on Jeans for Genes Day, we managed to raise £312.55 for the charity to 
help children access the medication, support and care that they so vitally need. Although genetic disorders are 
incredibly rare, together they are the biggest killer of children aged 14 and under.  
For those of you who joined in our ‘Wear Yellow’ day for Cystic Fybrosis in the summer term, we raised a 
wonderful £165.62 which has gone straight to the charity to support children, families and research.  
Thank you so much for your generosity to help all of those in need. 
 
Veg Competition! 
Nida Chapman our school cook has been to an exciting meeting about some upcoming changes to Surrey 
Commercial Services, our school catering service! As part of this, we have a special ‘Planet Day’ menu on 
Thursday 17th October which involves: 

 
Fajita wrap *  Planet pasta  *  Vegan brownie / fruit kebabs 
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There is also an optional competition to create a cute cartoon vegetable character 
based on your favourite vegetable! This can be done on paper or by making a 
model; all of our school entries will be displayed in the school hall and the 
catering team will choose their favourite to send off to a Surrey competition 
where the top three winners will win a vegetable hamper with recipes, a chef’s 
hat and apron and they will have their cartoon character turned into a soft toy 
character!  
 
Studybugs 
Thank you to those of you who have already signed up for our Studybugs system which makes it easier for 
school to communicate with parents and for you to report absences. There is an option for you to send 
messages in to school but please note, these messages can be read by all members of the admin team and 

teachers within school. If you would like to give us a more private message, please feel 
free to do so via our info@ email address, via your child’s Home-School Link Book or 
through a conversation with school staff at drop off/pick up. If you haven’t already signed 
up, please do so via  www.studybugs.com  
 
 

Friends AGM 
Thank you to the large number of people that came to our very first Friends meeting! We have our AGM coming 
up on Tuesday 22nd October at 7pm with cheese and wine tasting from Waitrose before the meeting officially 
starts at 7:30. We have vacancies for roles within the Friends so please come along to support your children and 
the wonderful events that take place within school. 
 
Reception & Year One Outdoor Space 
Year One are excited to let you know that the space outside Starlings and Magpies on 
the main playground and also under the rear playground shelter is now their Outside 
Classroom. Please can parents and children avoid these areas at the beginning and end of 
school so the lovely resources and activities are always ready for learning.  
 
Lollipop Lady 

As you know, our lovely lollipop lady (or School Crossing Patrol Officer if you are posh!) had her 
last day yesterday and Surrey County Council visited us to assess us and to follow up our recent 
petition. Unfortunately, they have categorised our school and road as ‘low risk’ which means they 
will not be advertising for a replacement School Crossing Patrol Officer… I can’t repeat here what 
my thoughts were and of course, my worry is what a medium or high risk school/road looks like! 
We are organising a follow up visit to re-assess what the situation is like when there 
isn’t a School Crossing Patrol Officer as my worries are that without Isobel, our children are at  

greater risk. Can I please ask everyone to take extra care with their parking and road crossing and use the 
narrow points to cross the road, if safe to do so.  
 
Art Competition 
As part of our school website rebranding, we approached a local art group called Spectrum to have a competition 
to draw or paint parts of our school. I am absolutely amazed with the wonderful artwork that has been produced 
by local artists as part of their group. Their artwork is going to be displayed in the entrance hall and you will have 
an opportunity to vote for your favourite! Watch this space! For those who might be interested in joining the 
group, they meet on a Thursday evening from 7:30 – 9:30 for 12 weeks, 4 terms a year at the Woodhatch 
Community Centre. Find out more on their website: www.spectrumartgroupreigate.co.uk  
 
School Car Park 
Once again, I have received some serious concerns from school staff and neighbours around  
the use of our car park. Families are still walking through the car park and putting themselves  
in danger of moving vehicles, particularly around 3:15 when some of our support staff  
finish and families are walking to/from Yattendon. Please can I also remind parents that  
the school car park is for staff and professional visitors only – for those dropping off for  
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Sunrise or picking up from Sunset, you can park outside the school on the yellow zig zags until 8:15am and from 
4:30pm. There are also a number of children using the school car park after school, on weekends or during the 
holidays; this is classed as private property and in the interest of health and safety and for the wellbeing of our 
neighbours, please do not encourage your children to use our school car park outside of school hours.  
 
Library 

We are very lucky to have a school library which has recently had a number of new books 
donated to it! Our library is a self-serve area and we encourage you to take a book home with 
your child to widen the opportunities for them to read for pleasure. Once you have finished with 
it, please don’t put the books on the red display areas where our posters go, instead, please 
return it to the correct space based on the coloured label on the spine. You will notice that the 
books are colour coded with an ‘L’ on it for ‘Library’. This means they don’t get muddled up with 
books from the classroom which are linked to reading stages. If you have found a damaged 

book, please pop it in the ‘Doctor Book Box’ and our lovely volunteer librarian, Mrs. Todd, will perform book 
surgery on it - a lower incision to the contents page, if you please!   We also have a free book exchange for 
adults in our library. Please feel free to take a book home to read and exchange it for a book that you have 
enjoyed that others may want to read. It is important that our children see us as good role models for reading 
too!  
 
Amazon Smile 
We have recently signed up to Amazon Smile which means The Friends of Horley Infant School can receive 0.5% 
of purchases you make via Amazon without any additional cost to yourself. Please shop via 
www.smile.amazon.co.uk and also make full use of a similar scheme at www.easyfundraising.org.uk where we 
also receive money based on your online shopping at selected retailers, without any additional cost to yourself. 
 
Payment Questionnaire 

We are gathering feedback from parents around school payments. As most of the banks have closed in Horley, 

we are finding it more and more difficult to accept cash and cheques. This means cheques are taking longer to 

get cashed and we are having to pay larger sums for cash collection. As a result, we are looking at either becoming 

a cashless school (apart from Friends events and charity days) or looking into alternative options. As part of this, 

we want to gather your thoughts at the same time to make sure we are choosing a system which works for 

parents as well as the school. The survey is open to the first 100 people only; if  

you would like a paper version or to still voice your thoughts, please speak to  

our school office. We will be collating the results on Monday 14th October 2019;  

please click on the link to take part. Thank you! 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KK5SCTZ  

THANK YOU! 
Just a few thank you’s to wonderful supporters of Horley Infant School: 
 

- James & Mick from JR Removals (https://www.jrremovals.co.uk/) very kindly donated their time and 
energy free of charge to help us move furniture in the classrooms at the end of the summer term. I 
have never seen such patience and ‘can do’ attitude whilst furniture was moved from one room to another, 
even when there was a bit of confusion regarding filing cabinets…! If you need a local removals company, 
pop along to their website and get in touch! 

- Thank you to Connick Tree Care for the free of charge bark chippings for our Forest Schools area 
- Waitrose have kindly donated 50 bags for life for our Harvest goods and will also be providing free of 

charge cheese and wine and specialists to talk about the products at our Friends AGM 
- Britaniacrest very kindly donated two skips for us, free of charge, as part of our school grounds 

working party which meant we were able to get our school grounds looking sparkly and beautiful! Thank 
you so much to Britaniacrest for their generosity! 
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- To everybody who helped out on the school grounds working party – it was an amazing team effort which 
has led to so many improvements to the grounds of the school. Congratulations to Joshitha’s family who 
won the B&Q voucher! 

 
Upcoming Dates 
There have been a few errors on our school website, apologies for this. These have now been edited so they are 
accurate. Here are a few key dates for the next term; there are more details and dates/activities on our calendar 
on the school website! 
 
Thursday 10th & Tuesday 15th October – Parent Consultations 
We hold our parent consultations in the hall. You are welcome to bring your child with you if you’d like to but we 
ask that you keep an eye on them whilst you are waiting/during your appointment. There is a chance to look 
through your child’s books on the evening too  
Friday 18th October: Friends Quiz Night 
Tuesday 22nd October: Friends AGM at 7pm 
Friday 25th October: School closes at normal time for half term. R&Be Active have some half term activities 
running – please visit www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/schoolhols for full details  
Monday 4th November: INSET Day, school closed for children 
Tuesday 5th November: Back to school  
Wednesday 6th November: Flu vaccinations. You should have received a letter about this last week. This has 
now moved to an online system and we aren’t able to see who has/hasn’t signed up so won’t be able to remind 
parents to do so. 
Monday 11th November: Anti-Bullying Week 
Friday 15th November: Children in Need: Wear something spotty (be as imaginative as you like) in exchange 
for a donation to this very worthwhile charity 
Monday 18th November: Road Safety Week 
Saturday 7th December: Christmas Fair 
Friday 13th December: Christmas Disco 
Thursday 19th December: Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 20th December: School closes at 1:45 for Christmas Holidays! 
Monday 6th January 2020: Back to school  
 
Well I think that’s all for now!  
 
Kindest regards 
 
 

 
 
Jason Walters 
Headteacher  
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