
                                                                                                  13th September 2019 
 
 
                                        Year One Parent Meeting 
 

Thank you to those who were able to attend our Year One parent meeting today, this is what was 
discussed. There is a lot of information here and if you are unclear about any of it please see your 
child’s teacher.  
 
Firstly we are very impressed with how well the children are settling into Year One and how they are 
coming into the classroom independently; thank you for your help with encouraging this.  
 
It helps if the children are in school promptly and even though the doors open at 8:50 and the register 
is taken at 9.00, the children need to have changed their books, hung up their things, organised their 
water bottles and start the morning challenge before the bell rings. We are very competitive about 
winning the attendance award…and so are the children! 
 
As you will be aware, the curriculum is different in Year 1 but builds on the skills the children learned 
in Reception. Although it is structured slightly differently, we are very aware there is a great deal to 
get used to when children move year groups and we are sensitive to the children’s needs so these 
changes are phased in gradually.  
 
We will hold Parent Consultations later this term but of course if you have any queries you are very 
welcome to talk to us and you can do this at the end of the day or communicate any queries in the 
Home School Link book.  
 
CURRICULUM: 
 
Reading: It is important that your child reads every day. As your child progresses with their reading 
they will move onto longer and more complex books. Please remember these do not need to be 
read in one night but your child needs to get into the habit of reading ‘little and often’. There is a 
wealth of research that states that children who read at home have a higher success rate at school 
and that reading for pleasure is vital for boosting and broadening children’s life choices. When you 
have read with your child, we ask that you sign the Reading Record and please feel free to write a 
comment. When your child is ready to move onto a new bookband, a new bookmark will be stuck 
into the Home-School Link Book and these will give tips on what to concentrate on to develop your 
child’s reading skills.  
 
Phonics: These lessons are taught each day in each classroom. The children will be taught to blend 
and segment words using the sounds they learnt in Reception as well as learning newer and more 
complex sounds and ways in which these sounds are written. On the week beginning 8th June 2020 
the children will be checked on their phonic ability through the National Phonic Screening Check – 
this is where all children need to decode 40 words. Some are real words and some are made up. 
We will give you more information about the check later in the year together with some Fun With 
Phonics workshops which will show you ways in which you can support your child.  
 
These workshops will be held in your child’s classroom followed by a short talk in the staff room.  
on: 

• Wednesday 23rd October from 9.10 - 9.30 

• Tuesday 5th November from 9.10 - 9.30 

• Thursday 7th November from 9.10 - 9.30 
 
Please drop your child at the classroom as usual then make your way to the library and if you 
could wait there until we have settled the children, a member of staff will show you to the class.  
 



 
Writing: As you know there are many areas to 
be taught in order to write well. These are 
spelling, handwriting, vocabulary, grammar, 
punctuation and of course composition (how 
writing is ‘composed’). These are the criteria 
that we will be teaching throughout the year. 
We thought it would be useful to know these at 
the beginning of the year so you know the 
expectation.  
 
Handwriting: This will be taught during lessons 
during the week. We will now begin to join the 
script the children learned in Reception.  
 
Spellings: Next week we will begin sending spellings home. On the spelling sheet you will see there 
are 8 words. This is because we hope that all children will learn the ‘core four’ but may want to push 
themselves to then learn a further 2 of the ‘spicy challenge’ and even the final 2 in the ‘extra spicy 
challenge’! It is quite common for children to have forgotten some words over the summer holiday 
so don’t be surprised if you see a word that they could read/spell in Reception. Please remember 
that just like reading, the ‘little and often’ routine of learning the spellings is better rather than 
‘cramming’ the night before you think your child will be tested. Short bursts are better – walking to 
school etc, magnetic letters while you’re cooking dinner etc. even post-it notes on the toilet door! 
Spelling books need to be kept in bookbags please as these are used when we check the children’s 
spellings towards the end of the week. 
 
We have found there are some children that will benefit from having High Frequency Words sent 
home to learn to read. These children will have these to learn to read instead of spellings. We will 
send these home and check their reading of them and then change the words. We will continue 
this until half-term then all children will have spellings to learn. 
 
 
Maths: 
Again in Maths there are many areas that 
are taught such as number, measure and 
shape. These are the areas we will be 
teaching over the year.  
 
Homework: This will also start next week 
and will be either an English, Maths or 
topic based activity. It is given out on a 
Friday and needs to be in school on or 
before the following Wednesday. Please 
can all homework be completed in 
pencil.  
 
Some children will also benefit from 
handwriting sheets as additional home learning. Please can you sit with your child as they 
complete these each week to ensure their letter formation is correct and hand them in with their 
homework on a Wednesday.  
 
Forest Schools: 
Last year the Year 1 children loved Forest School sessions. The project was a phenomenal success 
and we are continuing these sessions this year. Forest School offers children and young people the 
opportunity to engage with the rich natural diversity of a woodland environment over repeated visits 



in order to help build confidence, sensitivity, resilience and curiosity.  The children will not be leaving 
the school site but instead will help to develop the fenced-off area of the school grounds adjacent to 
the all-weather football pitch.    
 
The children will take part in a variety of activities including building habitats for insects and small 
animals, laying trails and playing games, using and making tools, making fires and building shelters 
– the list is endless! Activities are entirely child-led and will vary dependent on the children’s own 
interests. Forest School aims to engage all pupils with the outdoor environment as well as supporting 
them to become independent learners who are inspired to try out their own ideas, explore their own 
interests and to attempt new things.  It also encourages children to think about risk and how to 
assess their own activities for risks and minimise these.  All activities are fully risk assessed to 
ensure the pupils are safe.   
 
Each session will be in all weathers and based in both the muddy area and the school field so it is 
vitally important that the children are equipped appropriately for the weather.  When the children are 
participating in these Forest School sessions, they must also have a full change of clothes 
available – old clothes that you don’t mind getting wet and muddy (they will get dirty) – and a 
suitable change of shoes, preferably wellies.  Close attention to the weather forecast on these 
days is advisable and clothing to be either: warm and waterproof or cool with sun protection as 
appropriate.  The children would benefit from having arms and legs covered to avoid scratches.  All 
extra clothing must be named and in a named carrier bag and kept on your child’s peg.  If it 
is going to be wet your child will need a lightweight waterproof coat and overtrousers.   
Your children will be taking part in groups of 15.  They will have 4 sessions each term, so that they 
have the benefit of experiencing the Forest School through the year, with the changing seasons and 
weather. A letter will come home in bookbags with all the information you need, and a reminder will 
appear on Studybugs.   
To enable Forest School to be successful, we must have a small adult/child ratio and therefore need 
volunteers.  Anybody who feels they can help, either throughout the year, just with their own children, 
or on an ad hoc basis, please, please come and see Ms Gadd or leave a message with the office.   
 
Clubs: 
Club letters have been sent home - please be aware that they are often very popular and places are 
allocated on a first come, first served basis. There is a small charge for the clubs which is used to 
pay for resources. 
 
Parent Helpers: 
We fully understand how busy you are and how it can be difficult to juggle things but we really 
welcome parent helpers, whether it’s for an hour or longer. If you can help with English, maths or 
creative activities or hearing children read then please speak to the office as you must be DBS 
checked by the school. Once this has happened please speak to your class teacher about when 
you can help. We also have our trip to Tilgate Nature Centre on Wednesday 25th September. We 
will need some parent helpers for this too. Again if you can help can you please see the office for 
how to gain a DBS check.  
 
Bits & Pieces!: 
 

• Please make sure your child has a PE kit with plimsolls to use every week. We have a session of 
PE and there will also be a dance session this term which will be every Thursday. Please check 
plimsolls half termly to check they still fit. PLEASE MAKE SURE EVERYTHING IS NAMED! 

• Children will also need jogging bottoms for P.E as we do sometimes go outside.  

• Can all children also have a coat in school – just like Reception we do try to go outside as much as 
possible- making the most of our outside classroom! 

• Please ensure earrings are not worn in school. 

• During the meeting we introduced our class mascots. Each Friday a child will take the animal home 
with a little book in which to write about what they have done together. We would like the children 



to do the writing, but we don’t want to put stress on this activity so if they are struggling then they 
may start the writing and you could finish it off. 

• The school website is a wealth of information on the curriculum, uniform and upcoming events. You 
can pay for trips and lunches through Wisepay and the calendar is regularly updated. This can even 
be synced to your phone! 

• If you would like your child to have milk to drink in school, you can also pay for this on Wise Pay via 
the website. 

• Please keep an eye out for messages on the classroom windows and on Studybugs as we will keep 
you up to date with things that are happening in school or important information. 
 
If you have any queries please come and talk to us or write a note in the Home-School Link book. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 
The Year One team. 

 
 
Mrs Lomas and Mrs Thompson                  Ms Carliell                     Miss Gilbert and Mrs Andrews 
                 Robin Class                             Magpie Class                              Starling Class 
 
 
                                                                                               


