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Religious Education & Collective Worship Policy 
 

Aims of Religious Education 
• To develop in children a positive attitude to learning together with a sense of 

wonder and curiosity towards the world we live in, encouraging them to 
appreciate and respect the different cultures in today’s society irrespective of 
faith and belief.  

• To develop an interest and understanding of  the study of different beliefs  and 
through this, enhancement of children’s own spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural understanding of their own, and others’ feelings and beliefs, both 
religious and non-religious. 

• To begin to develop children’s understanding of Christianity, Judaism and 
Islam as outlined in The Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education in Surrey 
Schools 2017-2022, and to be aware of other beliefs – religious and non-
religious - through inviting different people in to share special stories and 
values that are important to them. 

• To encourage children to ask and reflect on challenging questions and to 
provide opportunities for personal reflection where children can explore their 
own beliefs, religious and non-religious. 

 
Within The Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education in Surrey Schools 2017-2022 
learning in R.E is divided into two distinct but complimentary areas: knowledge and 
understanding and expressing ideas, beliefs and insights, so that children are 
supported to move from knowledge accumulation to higher order thinking skills, 
including reflection, empathy, investigation and interpretation. 

 
Faiths in School  

Christian  118  40.6% 

Hindu       8  2.7% 

Muslim    13  4.5% 

No Religion  147  50.6% 

Other       4  1.4% 

 
Aims of Collective Worship at Horley Infant School 
To provide opportunities for pupils to: 

• Gather together to reflect on values and beliefs that, although are of a broadly 
Christian nature, will promote compassion, empathy and respect, irrespective 
of religion or non-religious beliefs. 

• Develop a community spirit, a common ethos, shared and respected values. 

• Consider and reflect upon, spiritual and moral, social and cultural issues, 
irrespective of religious or non-religious beliefs 

• Respond to the worship offered by being invited to share their thoughts and 
ideas, values and   beliefs, for example, by sharing special celebrations and  
festivals 



• Develop respect for themselves and others through thinking about and 
developing understanding of our school values. 

 
 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
As per the Agreed Surrey Syllabus, Religious Education in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage is thematic and the topics explored are based upon children’s own 
lives and experiences as seen through their eyes. Children are introduced to 
Christianity and also introduced to other religions and beliefs represented within their 
own class/cohort through exploring celebrations, stories and family traditions 
personal to the children. 
 
 
The Legal Requirement for Religious Education and Collective Worship 
Although there is not a National Curriculum for RE,  all maintained schools must 
follow the National Curriculum 2013 requirements to teach a broad and balanced 
curriculum, which includes RE. All maintained schools therefore have a statutory 
duty to teach RE which should be taught to all pupils in full time education: ‘All state 
schools are also required to make provision for a daily act of collective worship and 
must teach religious education to pupils at every key stage..’  

 
• Horley Infants will deliver collective worship through five whole school 

assemblies, providing opportunities to explore and understand the meaning of 
our school values through themes linked to  our PSHE scheme of work, 
Jigsaw (The Mindful approach to PSHE).  It is important to consider that at 
Horley Infant School our exploration of these themes and values underpin our 
school ethos and are therefore inherent in our entire school curriculum and 
day to day life. 

• Daily collective worship must be wholly or mainly of a broad Christian 
character (throughout the year fifty one percent Christianity and forty nine 
percent other faiths or interests).  

• Parents have the right to withdraw their children from Religious Education or 
Collective Worship wholly or partly. 

• Teachers may also withdraw from teaching Religious Education or from 
participating in Collective Worship. 

 
Organisation 

• All Religious Education at Horley Infants School will be delivered in 
accordance with local Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education 
(SACRE), and The Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education in Surrey Schools 
2017-2022 for which they are responsible. 

• At Key Stage One Religious Education will be taught within the recommended 
minimum time of thirty-six hours per year, in addition to Collective Worship. 

• RE is taught in accordance with the teaching and learning policy.  
 
 
 
 



Visitors 
We enjoy the fresh approach which visitors can bring to our school worship, but we 
require them to adhere to our values.  All visitors are issued with this policy and, 
unless otherwise agreed, will fit into the theme for the week. 
 
We continue to strive to make links with people with different religious beliefs from 
within the community, some who may visit us regularly to lead worship, in order to 
explore different beliefs and traditions, at the same time, adhering to our school 
values. 
 
Equal Opportunities 
 Every child is given equal opportunity regardless of gender, culture, language or 
special needs, in accordance with the school’s Equal Opportunity Policy.  
 
 
SMSC 
Religious education and collective worship will provide rich opportunities to 
contribute to the thoughtful and wide-ranging promotion of pupils’ spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development at Horley Infant School, through  for example: 
 

• broadening pupils ‘awareness of themselves and the world in which they live 

• explore and question their own beliefs and values, alongside the beliefs and 
values of others 

• nurture and strengthen every child’s belonging and worh as part of the school 
community 

 
Multi Cultural Issues 
Religious Education provides the opportunity to explore other cultures’ ways of life, 
spirituality and beliefs. It teaches children to appreciate and celebrate diversity of 
culture and background. Our books and resources should reflect positive images 
regarding culture, gender and social grouping.  
 
 
Assessing, Recording and Reporting 

• Reception children are assessed using the Foundation Stage Profile (PSED 
and Understanding of the World).  

• Key Stage 1 pupils are assessed using the Surrey Agreed Syllabus end of 
year attainment descriptors. 

• Parents are informed of pupils’ attainment within Religious Education in the 
End of Year Report.    

 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The RE co-ordinator will monitor the delivery of Religious Education in line with the 
long term monitoring plan. 
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