
 
 

Reception Parent Meeting Newsletter 
 Autumn Term 2018 

Dear Parents,                                                                                     18th September 2019 
 
It was lovely to see those of you who were able to attend our parent meeting today.  The children are 
settling into school life well and learning the new routines.  
 
This half term our focus is getting to know each other!  On Friday you will receive a Getting to Know You 
booklet in your child’s book bag.  This is a chance for you and your child to share information about their 
family and interests and over the half term your child will spend time with their teacher talking about their 
booklet and using this to support their learning opportunities. Please return it as soon as you can. 
 
Please check in the book bags for letters and updates each day. We intend to keep you up to date with 
different events that are happening so we will often be popping notes into the book bags.  Please make 
sure that the Home School Link Books are left in the book bags as these are checked daily for any 
messages you would like to pass onto us, including reply slips. Please ask any one of us if there is anything 
you are not clear about.  
 

Reading 
We have started to teach phonics and reading through the ‘Letters and Sounds’ scheme.   The sounds we 
teach each week will be sent home every Friday in a special wallet. We would love you to practise these 
sounds and actions with your child but please keep the wallet in your child’s book bag so we can add to 
them each week.  It is important that children are encouraged to use the accurate pronunciation of the 
sounds and to know the actions that accompany them as for many of the children this is how they will 
learn and remember the sounds. Please come in and speak to us if there is any sound that is not making 
sense to you!  Your child will also bring home an orange book with the letters we have learnt to write.  
This gives the children the opportunity to share their writing with you and practise their letter formation for 
that week’s letters.  Later in the term, you will be invited into the classroom to join us for some ‘Fun with 
Phonics’ sessions. These are short 15-20 minute sessions which will give you an insight into how we teach 
early reading skills.   
 
Your children have started bringing home lilac stickered books which we are aware have no or very limited 
words in them.  This is because at this stage we want children to develop their independence with holding a 
book and turning pages as well as developing their spoken vocabulary and understanding by describing 
what they can see on the page and what they think might be happening in the pictures.  These are vital 
skills that will help them to make sense of what they are reading when they do have words on the page by 
using the pictures as a clue to help them to decode the text.  Please see the back pages of the lilac books 
for tips and hints for parents to support children with their early book skills.  
 
All children will read with one of the adults in the class on a weekly basis.  We will track progress very 
closely and regularly assess the children to make sure they are making the expected progress and move 
them onto the next coloured band accordingly.  We recommend reading daily with your child as they will 
make greater progress if they read regularly in a “little and often” approach.  Your child has their own 
Reading Record book, which is to be completed by you once you have read with your child.  When your 
child moves reading levels, a slip will be added to their blue home/school link book which will provide you 
with information on the skills your child is working on and strategies on how to support your child as they 
move up each colour band.   Please make sure these books stay in your child’s book bag, as it is a very 
important link between home and school for reading. 
 



To further develop your child’s early reading skills we will be sending home a bank of High Frequency 
Words that we will be focussing on in the classroom each half term.  These words have been carefully 
tailored to the sounds we are teaching each week in order for children to be making links and feeling like 
successful readers early on.  The word bank will be stuck into the home/school link book each half term.  At 
the end of the half term children will be assessed on which of these words they are able to read 
independently and these will be highlighted on an assessment sticker.  If the words are not highlighted, 
keep practising them and we will continue to support your child with these words in school.  Each half term 
a new bank of High Frequency Words will be stuck into the book.  
 

Writing 
In Reception we teach the children to write using cursive letter formation which leads very easily to joined 
up handwriting.   

Learning to write in a cursive (joined) style has a number of benefits for children’s all round development.  
This approach to handwriting supports children by: 

• Reinforcing that all letters start at the same place 

• Preventing common letter reversals, e.g. b and d 

• Developing visual memory and co-ordination 

• Improving spelling and reading 

• Improving speed and fluency in writing  

In the packs that were sent home to you in July, there was a template with your child’s name in cursive 
letters.  As with anything, practise makes perfect and any opportunities for you to support your children 
with writing at home will benefit them greatly, e.g. shopping lists, signing their name in a birthday card.   

Mathematics 
As well as practising reading and writing, please don’t forget to practise some number skills with your 
child.  Maths is all around us – telephone numbers, door numbers, measuring or weighing out food and 
ingredients.  Even whilst reading you can spot numbers at the bottom of the page or count objects in 
pictures!  Children can help count out objects (absolutely anything not just money or cubes!) and it’s good 
to encourage accurate  1 to 1 counting, which means that each object is tapped as it is counted to 
encourage accuracy. Simple board games which encourage counting are also invaluable in promoting 
confidence in number and applying different strategies to solve problems. It’s important that you don’t ever 
say “I’m not good at maths!”  Lots of us might not feel confident with maths but we want children to use it 
in everyday situations and feel confident to do so.  
 

Learning at home 
In your child’s book bag you will find a ‘Just to let you know…’ slip.  Learning at home is a really important 
aspect of your child’s development and sharing these achievements helps us to work together to really 
understand what your child is able to do and what we can do next to facilitate the next steps in their 
development.   The things you write about do not have to link to activities at school – it might be the first 
time your child has ridden a bike, written their name or a photo that signifies something special for your 
child.  We will keep these entries in your child’s Learning Journey.  If you need any more slips, please let 
your child’s class teacher know.   
 

Parent  Consultations  

Thursday 10th October and Tuesday 15th October (3:30-7:00pm) 
We will be carrying out our first Parent Consultations at the end of this half term.  Nearer the time, 
teachers will invite you to sign up for an appointment.  The consultations last up to 10 minutes and you 



are welcome to bring your child along if you would like them to be present.  If of course there is anything 
you would like to speak to us about in the meantime, please let us know. 
 

Harvest Festival  
Friday 4th October 9.10am and 2.15pm in School Hall     
We very much hope that Reception parents and carers will be able to join us for this special occasion.  We 
are looking forward to singing you the songs we have been practising!  The Harvest Celebration will last 
approximately 30 minutes.  Please only come to one of the performances as space is limited. 
 

British Values  
It is a requirement that all schools ensure that British Values are ‘at the heart’ of all they do.  British 
Values come under the umbrella of SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development) and are 
intended to give pupils opportunities to develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them 
to participate and contribute safely and positively to life in modern Britain. 
  
The Government define these British Values as: 

Democracy 

Rule of the Law 

Individual Liberty 

Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 

We take great care at Horley Infants School to ensure that these values are taught in an age appropriate 
way so we teach them through our own school values.  These are displayed in our entrance hall and in 
every class and are referred to regularly by staff and children.   

Some final reminders! 

• Please name everything your child wears to school and please remember no jewellery is to be worn 
at any time. 

• All PE kits should be in school by now – they should include named shorts, t-shirt, plimsolls, jogging 
bottoms and a jumper.  

• Could you please ensure that all children have a spare set of clothes in their PE bags in case of any 
accidents. 

• When you drop off and collect your child, please make sure any of your children do not play with 
the equipment that is left in the outdoor areas. The playtime resources and furniture are stored under 
here to keep them safe and dry before and after the school day.       

We look forward to working in partnership with you to make your child’s first year at school happy and 
successful.  
 
With Best Wishes 
The Reception Team 
 

Marie Read                                     Charlotte Cox 
  

 
 

Anna Hill and Ruth Rodriguez              Charlotte King and Sarah French 



Some dates for your diary: 
September: 
Thursday 19th September - Spring Children Full-Time  
Friday 20th September - Jeans for Genes Day (Children may wear jeans in return for a small donation for 
this very special cause) 
Saturday 21st September – School Grounds Working Party 
Monday 23rd September – Summer Children Full-Time 
Friday 27th September – MacMillan Coffee Morning 
                                 Reception 9.30-10am, Yr1 10-10.30am, Yr2 10.30-11am 
Monday 30th September – Individual School Photos 

October:  
Friday 4th October - Harvest Festival for Reception Parents at 9.10am and 2.15pm in the School Hall 
Thursday 10th October - Parent consultations in the hall 3.30 - 7.00pm 
Tuesday 15th October - Parent consultations in the hall 3.30 - 7.00pm 
Friday 25th October – Break up day at 3pm  
 

28th October – 1st November  HALF TERM 
 
November: 
Monday 4th November – INSET (no children in school – staff training) 
Tuesday 5th November – Back to School 
Wednesday 6th November – Flu Sniff Vaccinations 
Monday 11th – Friday 15th November – Anti-Bullying Week 
Friday 15th November – Children in Need 
Monday 18th – Friday 22nd November – Road Safety Week 
 

December: 
Saturday 7th December – Christmas Fair 11am – 2 pm (Provisional) 
Thursday 12th December – Butterflies/Ladybirds Christmas Play 9.10 – 9.40am (approximately) in the hall 
Thursday 12th December – Bumblebees/Dragonflies Play 2.10 – 2.40am (approximately) in the hall 
Friday 13th December – Bumblebees/Dragonflies Play 9.10 – 9.40am (approximately) in the hall 
Friday 13th December – Butterflies/Ladybirds 2.10 – 2.40am (approximately) in the hall 
Friday 13th December – School Disco 
Thursday 19th December – Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day – children are welcome to wear a  
                                   Christmas jumper in exchange for a donation 
Wednesday 20th December – Christmas Party Day – children are invited to wear party clothes (with  
                                      sensible shoes) 

Wednesday 20th December - BREAK UP DAY 1.45pm finish 
 

 


