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12th September 2019  

 

Dear Parents  

Welcome to old friends and new to the start of the Autumn term!  Judging by the ever changeable weather, it seems 

that the summer may soon be a distant memory…!  However, we do hope that you have all had a fantastic Summer 

break and are raring to go with all of the wonderful things the Autumn term brings!  There is a lot of information in 

this newsletter and the letters coming home after the parent meetings this week and next (apologies!) – hopefully 

this will help keep you in the loop with everything within the wonderful world of Horley Infant School!  

Our Reception children are settling into school brilliantly and, I must admit, when I speak to others about our 120 

children starting school, their jaw usually hits the floor…!  The amazing Reception team are working hard to make 

sure their start to school is as smooth as possible.  The children in Year One and Two have loved rediscovering their 

new classrooms and teachers.  

Please can we ask you to keep children out of the fenced area outside the Year One classrooms and 

under the shelter in the back playground and not to use any of the equipment.  These areas are set 

up ready for your children’s learning.  Thank you.  

The start of the term has already gone off with a BANG this week as we had a Fizz Pop Science demonstration to 

advertise an external Science club that’s running in school which caused great fun with hoverboards, magic table 

cloth tricks and oversized foam hands!  

School Governors  

We have a vacancy for a Parent Governor; there will be an accompanying letter coming home 

on Monday explaining a little more about the current Governing Body and the role of 

Governors.  There is more information on our school website in the ‘Hand in Hand’ section 

around what the role of Governors is and who the existing Governors are in case you would 

like to speak to them about their role within school.  

Road Safety & Car Parking  

Mrs Sadd and I attended a meeting at Reigate & Banstead Town Council this week in relation to our successful 

petition that was created last academic year https://petitions.surreycc.gov.uk/HIS-RoadSafety/#detail.  It felt very 

much like a visit to the UN – I had to address the committee for three minutes and sit at a desk which had a 

microphone and everything!  We will keep you updated with the progress!  

We do still have a few car parking permits for the High Street car park available for use at school drop off and pick 

up times.  Permits are allocated on a first come, first served basis so if you require a space, please return the blue 

form, which was in your child’s bookbag earlier this week, as soon as possible.  
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Just a few reminders regarding keeping yourselves and the children safe:  

PLEASE DO NOT park across or on (yes, can you believe it, this has actually happened!) 

the drives of our local residents.  

PLEASE DO NOT walk through the car park – there have been so many near misses 

because parents are using this as a cut through rather than walking to  

the main red gates and along the path.  I know this seems a pain but I’ve timed it and at a normal pace it adds 

approximately 38 seconds to your journey and will contribute to lots of healthy steps on your Fitbit!  

PLEASE DO NOT park in the staff car park unless you have a blue disabled badge and are using the disabled space.  

In the past, we have agreed with certain parents with exceptional circumstances that you are able to use the 

disabled parking space with the use of our ‘Horley Infant School Blue Badge’.  However, this is based on a first come, 

first served basis.  If the space is in use, please do not find an alternative place to park in the school car park as this 

often leads to staff members being blocked in.  We have over 45 members of staff who need to use this daily and 

parents are driving in and out of the car park creating many near misses of children, adults and cars.  This is a space 

for staff, not parents – sorry.  

PLEASE DO NOT park on the yellow zig zags at drop off and pick up times.  They are there to ensure the Lollipop 

Lady (Isobel) has a good view point to ensure children can be crossed safely across the road.  Please make sure you 

are walking directly opposite the school gates and then the Lollipop Lady knows you are there – this helps us to 

make best use of our fabulous Lollipop Lady!  Children are at risk if motorists park along this area.  Cars parked 

irresponsibly will have notes sent home to them and have their registrations reported to the police on a weekly 

basis.   

Friends of the School    

The Friends are a vital group of volunteers who lead the organisation and running of various events within school 

which raise lots of essential funds for lovely activities and resources which directly benefit the children.  

Their next meeting is on Tuesday 17th September at 7pm and it would be great to see familiar and new faces there!  

Our numbers are thin on the ground as many of our members had children who are now all grown up and in Year 

3…!  The Friends are also on the lookout for a new Chair to oversee the various events – please give me a call or 

pop in to chat over what this means in reality.  We need a good organiser but don’t fear, most events have been 

run before and so we need someone to check that everyone knows what to do.  Please think hard – Mums and 

Dads, it could be YOU we are looking for…!  

THANK YOU!  

Over the holidays we had some building work completed in school to move two interactive 

whiteboards in Penguins and Dolphins classroom.  Before this could happen, two radiators 

needed to be moved and the electrics shifted across.  

The wonderful Scott and Zach from SB Heating Solutions did an AMAZING job at moving the radiators – they were 

quick, polite and completed the job with a smile – I’m not surprised they have a 9.9 Checkatrade rating!  And the 

best news, they didn’t charge the school a penny!  So a huge THANK YOU to them.  

They offer residential services too and can be found at www.sbheatingsolutions.co.uk  

Also, the amazing Dave Hill who is a grandparent of a child in school came in to move 

the wiring in school.  With new trunking, new sockets and new cabling, we were able to wire up the boards to their 

new, central locations.  Again, Dave didn’t charge the school a penny and even came back to move a few sockets in 

order to make way for the projectors.  A huge THANK YOU to Dave as well!  
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Attendance  

Each week we run an attendance competition where the class with the least absence and 

lateness is awarded a certificate, a trophy and stickers.  At the end of each term weekly 

points are totalled and prizes are awarded to the top three classes.  As parents, you have 

a legal responsibility to ensure your child’s attendance at school.  

Please be aware that The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2013, which became law on 1st September 2013 state that Headteachers may NOT grant any leave of 

absence during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances.  Unauthorised absence may result in a 

Penalty Notice which is initially £60 per parent, per pupil if paid within 21 days, rising to £120 if paid between 21 – 

28 days.  If the Penalty Notice remains unpaid after 28 days the Local Authority must consider a prosecution in the 

Magistrates Court.  We are required to check absence on a half term basis and repeated absence is followed up by 

the Education Welfare Officer so it is essential that the reason for absence be notified as all absences are recorded.  

Failure to notify reasons for absence will be recorded as unauthorised.  The Home School Link Worker will telephone 

parents who have not contacted the school by 9.30am with reasons for childrens’ absence.  Penalty Notices may 

also be issued where there are seven unauthorised absences in a six week period.  Unauthorised leave of absence 

covers holidays, birthdays and visiting sick relatives.  Do remember that you can always use Studybugs to let us 

know the reasons for your child’s absence!  

Operation Encompass  

Keeping your children safe is our number one priority at Horley Infant School and there are lots of different things 

we do in order to make sure their safety is paramount.  Like many other schools, we are part of something called 

‘Operation Encompass’ which is a scheme run jointly between Surrey Police and Surrey County Council.  It is 

designed to let schools know of any domestic incidents that occur outside of school and might then have an impact 

on a child in school.  This information goes to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) - Jason Walters and Deputy 

DSL – Hilary Taylor.  We are both fully aware of the sensitive and confidential issues regarding this information and 

know that it will allow us to work together in order to make sure the best support is always available for your 

children.  

Volunteers  

We are always looking at welcoming family members in to our school to help support in 

lots of different ways.  Class teachers LOVE having volunteers to either listen to children 

read, complete admin tasks, create and prepare beautiful resources – or even do all three!  

We may also need volunteers who are available briefly after  

school on a day(s) which works for you to help keep our library in tip-top condition.  If you can help with any of 

these things, please tick the relevant boxes on the form and we will definitely be in touch!  

Year 2 to 3 transition   

It’s hard to believe that our Year Two children will be moving to Year Three next year!  Whilst we want to enjoy 

every last minute of having them in our school, we would like to let you know that the dates for prospective parent 

tours at Yattendon and Meath Green Junior School are now available.  Yattendon information has already come 

out to our Year Two families on a separate letter in bookbags and Meath Green Junior School have tours on Monday 

21st October at 9.30am and Wednesday 6th November at 9.30am.  You are invited to make contact with the schools 

in order to find out more information or let them know you would like to come.  
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Mrs Lollipop  

I’m afraid I have sad news – our charismatic and exceptional lollipop lady, Isobel, will 

not be continuing at Horley Infant School after the next four weeks.  It is, as they say, an 

end of an era.  Isobel’s energy and spirit in the morning is appreciated by many of our 

school children (and parents!) and it will be a sad loss to our school.  As the paid lollipop 

role (or School Crossing Patrol Officer as the official title goes!) is organised by Surrey 

County Council, there may be an advert coming out in due course.  I am keen to ensure 

that this is a service that is still offered as, like many public sectors, there are reviews 

and possible cuts to the services that are provided by the local authority. If you are 

interested in the role which is term time 8.30am – 9.15am and 2.45pm – 3.30pm, please 

speak to Isobel or myself for some more information.  

Upcoming Events  

Please take a careful look at the following events and diary dates.  As the saying goes, ‘it’s a busy ol’ 

term!’  All of our dates are on our calendar on the school website and can be easily synced to your 

mobile devices – hurrah!  

Jeans for Genes – Friday 20th September  

This is a fundraising event to support children in the UK who are affected by a life altering genetic 

disorder.  In return for a donation of at least £1, children and adults can wear jeans as part of a 

non-uniform day in school – please just make sure children are still wearing sensible shoes – not 

platform shoes or flip flops!  All funds raised can, and will, transform the lives of others affected by 

genetic disorders.  

School Working Party – Saturday 21st September   

Details of our annual school grounds working party taking place next Saturday 21st September are coming home 

with this newsletter – this date was given in the Summer term as a ‘save the date’ so hopefully we will see lots of 

you there!  The working party will run from 11am – 5pm so if you can spare some time within this to come and help 

out we would be most grateful.  Jobs will include furniture construction, painting, weeding, moving heavy objects, 

pruning – and much more!  If you are able to roll your sleeves up and join us, there will be free tea, coffee and 

pastries as well as entry to a free raffle draw to win £20 B&Q vouchers for each person who comes along!  

Teapots & Tales – Friday 27th September, 9.30am – 11am  

We are holding our third annual ‘Teapots & Tales’ in support of the Macmillan’s World’s Biggest 

Coffee Morning.  This will be a chance for you to come and share a drink/cake with your child 

as well as read a book from one of our author sets.  The hall was a hive of activity last year so 

we have put together some suggested timings to ease waiting times and to give you as much 

time as possible to sit and read with your child.   

Reception – 9.30am – 10am  Year 1 – 10am – 10.30am  Year 2 – 10.30am – 11am  

If you have children in more than one class, they are more than welcome to come out at the same time but would 

ask that you try and use the younger siblings’ time.  We need lots of cake donations too and will be happy to take 

them on Thursday 27th and Friday 28th September.  If you aren’t able to make it, we will be selling any leftover cakes 

as part of our cake sale after school.  

Harvest – Friday 4th October, 9.10am & 2.15pm  

We would love to welcome parents of Reception children only to this traditional school concert.  It 

will give you a flavour of what’s to come over the next few years!  The children will sing some songs 

and listen to the story of harvest.  We request that gifts of fruit, vegetables, tinned goods, chocolates, 

biscuits etc are brought into school by everyone for our display on Wednesday 2nd October.  All 

goodies will be distributed to elderly residents and the Horley Food Bank later that day.  If you are 

able to help bag up the Harvest goods after the concert, we would be most grateful - as an incentive, sorter-outers 
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can have a front row seat reserved for the concert!  If you know of an elderly resident or relative who would like to 

receive a parcel, please complete the return slip below.   

Parent Consultations – Thursday 10th & Tuesday 15th October  

Sign-up sheets will be in the classrooms towards the end of September for a parent consultation appointment.  

Please make sure you all sign up for the opportunity to talk about your child’s settling in and targets/aspirations for 

the year. Quiz Night - Friday 18th October  

Friends Event:  Quiz Night!  More details to follow but start getting your team together!  

INSET – Monday 4th November  

School closed to all children for INSET day  

Children in Need – Friday 15th November   

The BBC are continuing with the spots theme this year for Children in Need!  Your child is invited to 

become ‘dotty’ for the day – let your imaginations run wild!  We ask that if they dot themselves up, 

this is in exchange for a donation towards Children in Need, a very important charity which helps 

raise life-changing funds for our most vulnerable children.  

Studybugs  

As this is the first newsletter of the year, you will receive this as both paper form and via 

Studybugs.  If you haven’t already signed up for Studybugs, please make sure you do! This is 

a relatively new service to our school but has already been warmly welcomed by parents.  

Phew! That’s all for now, folks!  Because you made it to the end, here’s my favourite joke 

that a child told me last year:  

What do you call a bird staring at a lettuce? Chicken 

Caesar salad.  

  

Kindest regards  

  

 
  

Jason Walters  

Headteacher  

Replies! 

 

 
  

Volunteers  

 I would love to volunteer in class – listen to children read / admin tasks / create & prepare resources  I would 

love to be a volunteer librarian.  

Parent’s Name:  __________________________________  Contact No:  _____________________  

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________  Class:  __________________________  
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Harvest  

 I am available to sort out the Harvest contributions on Friday 4th October.  

 I have a request for a Harvest parcel for:  

Name:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Address:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

Relationship: Neighbour          Relative          Friend  

Parent’s Name:  __________________________________  Contact No:  _____________________  

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________  Class:  __________________________  

  

Friends of Horley Infant School  

 I would love to find out more about the Friends.  

 I can attend the Friends meeting at 7pm on Tuesday 17th September.  

Parent’s Name:  __________________________________  Contact No:  _____________________  

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________  Class:  __________________________  

  

Working Party – Saturday 21st September  

 I would love to help at the school working party.  

Parent’s Name:  __________________________________  Contact No:  _____________________  

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________  Class:  __________________________  

  

Lollipop Vacancy  

 I may be interested in the role of Road Crossing Patrol Officer.  

Parent’s Name:  __________________________________  Contact No:  _____________________  

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________  Class:  __________________________  


