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SCIENCE POLICY 

 
 
Aims 

• To encourage children’s sense of awe and wonder at the world around them. 

• To encourage curiosity and a desire to question and explore the things they observe and 
experience. 

• To develop knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes and skills. 

• To provide the opportunity for children to investigate the world around them with all of their 
senses. 

• To encourage pupils to relate their knowledge and understanding to everyday experiences. 

• To develop children’s ways of thinking, of finding out and communicating ideas.  

• To teach children the practical skills required to investigate safely. 

• To develop children’s skills of predicting, asking questions, concluding and evaluating. 

• To increase children’s use and understanding of scientific vocabulary.  

• To develop pupil’s respect for the environment and living things. 
 

Organisation 

• Within Reception children are taught in accordance with the revised Early Years Foundation 
Stage Profile.  Science is taught within the Prime Area of Physical Development and within the 
Specific Area of Understanding the World.   

• Years 1 and 2 follow the National Curriculum Year groups may block Science teaching into a 
focused week, linking where appropriate to the topic.  

• Scientific topics are taught every half term and are outlined in the medium term planning 
documents for each year group.  Science activities are planned to show progression and 
differentiation.  

• Experimental and investigative work is key throughout each topic.  Science lessons may include 
whole class, small group or individual work.  A whole school Science week will take place at least 
every two years. 

• Opportunities for cross-curricular learning are encouraged to develop and enhance scientific 
skills, knowledge and understanding. 

 
Curriculum Content  
 
Year One  

• Working scientifically 

• Plants 

• Animals including humans 

• Everyday materials 

• Seasonal Changes 
 
Year Two 

• Working scientifically  

• Living things and their habitats 

• Plants 

• Animals including humans  

• Uses of everyday materials 
 

Resource Management 

• Science resources are stored in the large red cupboards.  The science co-ordinator is 
responsible for the up-keep, location, and re-ordering of science resources. 

• Children’s science books are kept in the library and teacher resource books in the attic and the 
Science Co-ordinators room.  

• Children will use ICT to support their learning, for example by using digital microscopes, 
visualisers and digital cameras.  
 



Equal Opportunities 

• Every child is given equal opportunity regardless of gender, culture, language or special needs, 
in accordance with the school’s Equal Opportunities policy.  
 

Assessing, Recording and Reporting 

• Reception children are assessed using the Revised Early Years Foundation Stage Profile 
(EYFSP) according to Development Matters – Understanding the World.  Observations of the 
children are made and teacher judgements of the children are made during the year.  A final 
judgement is made at the end of the year according to the Understanding the World Early 
Learning Goal – emerging/expected/exceeding. 

• Children in Years 1 and 2 are assessed according to the National Curriculum 2014 – see 
curriculum content.  

• Termly moderation sessions ensure progression and consistency in marking.  

• Children’s assessment sheets are passed on to their next teacher at the end of each academic 
year – using a science grid.  

• The majority of Science activities will be practical and children’s work/ideas recorded creatively 
by the teacher. 

• Parents are informed of pupil’s Science achievements in the End of Year Report. 
 

Monitoring and Evaluating 

• The Science co-ordinator will monitor and evaluate the teaching of Science throughout the 
school and attend Science Co-ordinator meetings. New ideas, themes and developments in 
assessment strategies will be shared by the Science co-ordinator at staff meetings.  

• At the end of every topic Year Groups evaluate the content and delivery.  In Year 2, children will 
take ‘mini-sats’ after each topic to assess progress and to inform future planning.  Staff can share 
experiences during staff meetings.  The Science co-ordinator will also collect samples of work 
from each year group that will reflect ability and progression of Science work across the school. 
 

Health and Safety 

• All children are taught to use electrical and scientific equipment safely, to prevent damage to 
themselves or the equipment.  Staff are made aware of the Be-Safe booklet produced by the 
Association for Science Education (CLEAPSS).  This is circulated then kept in the attic. 

• All mains and electrical equipment is subject to regular safety checks by the school caretaker 
and no other electrical equipment is allowed to be used in school.  

 
 


