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 Horley Infant School Reading Policy 

 

Our school reading policy aims to develop confident, independent readers who establish a love of 
reading and an appreciation of literature for both enjoyment and information.  

The reading process at Horley Infant School: 

Our aim is for all children to develop a good phonic knowledge to enable them to become 
independent readers. Children are encouraged to build and develop a range of strategies for 
decoding texts such as using pictorial clues, to read on, read back, using semantic clues as well as 
reading for meaning to build their comprehension skills as they progress through the school. 

We encourage understanding, interpreting, engaging with and responding to texts, by using a range 
of printed and online books which provide opportunities for children to select materials independently 
from both fiction and non-fiction texts, plays, comics and newspapers. Throughout the school, 
children have the opportunity to access these texts within timetabled English lessons as well as times 
outside of these lessons, e.g. visiting the library, story time. We believe that every child should have 
access to a range of reading material and literature that they can appreciate and choose freely. 
 
Regular reading practice at school is planned to include whole class Shared Reading, Guided 
Reading, individual time to enjoy books as well as reading to others - peers or adults. 
 
We are continually developing our English resources in school, including investing in Bug Club, 
online books and an interactive Phonics Bug teaching resource for use in every classroom. We also 
have ‘big’ books’, story sacks, story CDs, Guided Reading texts and laptop reading resources. Each 
class has access to a range of colour banded books, picture books and a focus author collection. 
Our school library is a regularly used for reading activities.  Children have access to our library books 
which they can take home. 

Reading Schemes: 
For individual reading, children in every class have access to colour banded printed texts to take 
home daily, which include: 

- Oxford Reading Tree – printed books and Oxford Owl online 
- Big Cat reading books 
- Project X reading books 
- Dandelion Phonic reading books 

 
For Guided Reading, teachers plan a reading session along with a linked Assessment Focus follow 
up task. Texts for Guided Reading are also colour banded. 

- Rigby Star guided reading sets 
- Big Cat guided reading sets 
- Good quality picture books 
- Oxford Reading Tree guided reading sets 

 
All of our reading books use the universal Book Bands system devised by the University of London. 
Books range from Lilac level [wordless] to Lime level depending on the level of difficulty. 
 
Children also have personalised and secure access to Bug Club online at school and at home. In 
school, Bug Club is used to support Shared and Guided Reading sessions as well as opportunities 
for individual reading as the children move through the school. 
 
 



 

Parents/carers/volunteers: 

Children are expected to read at home daily and for the parent/carer to record comments in the 
home-school link book.  

We welcome volunteers into school to listen and read with children. Reading helper workshops for 
these volunteers provide general tips and questions to support children’s reading development. 

Differentiation:  

The teaching of reading is differentiated for children’s needs throughout school through group 
reading, specific phonic phase groupings and differentiated reading tasks during English time. More 
Able and Talented children are challenged appropriately and have planned extension activities. 
Children who require extra support with reading are identified and work within specific intervention 
sessions, such as 1:1 reading, Phonological Awareness, 1:1 Precision Teaching, Phonics booster 
sessions and WAVE 3 reading and writing intervention, which are planned and reviewed regularly.  

Assessment: 

Children’s reading development is regularly assessed. The PM Benchmarks scheme is used to 
establish suitable levels for children’s reading books. Children progress through the coloured book 
bands from Lilac to Lime.  

Teacher assessment forms a crucial part of evaluating progress and target setting. Guided Reading 
sessions are used to assess children’s reading development across all aspects of age related 
reading expectations. Teachers keep a personal record of weekly Guided Reading sessions and 
these are used to inform children’s personal targets. Reading groups are set and updated regularly. 
 

In Year 2, children are also assessed in Reading through the statutory end of Key Stage 1 
assessment. 

Each teacher tracks their children – specifically in Reading, Writing and Mathematics – specific 
groups are highlighted (boys, girls, FSM, those with EAL, SEN, MA&T, and vulnerable children). 
These trackers are updated half-termly and termly so progress is closely followed. Those not making 
expected progress are identified and intervention programmes are implemented.  

In Reception children’s knowledge of irregular words is assessed half termly and children work 
through a series of words to read and spell. In years 1 and 2 children are assessed in their 
application of reading and writing the week’s focussed sound and spelling rules. In Year 1, the 
children take part in the Phonics Screening Check to assess their ability to decode. These additional 
assessments are used together to assist in supporting children’s reading development. 

We believe that progress is made when children have ownership of their next steps. Marking is 
designed to support children with their next steps and feedback given in line with the school Marking 
Policy. Targets are shared with children and are also discussed and given at parent consultations 
which children are encouraged to attend with their parents and hence are made aware of how to 
improve their skills. Targets are also clearly stated on end of year reports. 

Within Reception: 

• Children learn phonics following Jolly Phonics alongside the Letters and Sounds format. 

• ‘Sound wallets’ go home from September and are updated weekly as children are introduced 
to the sounds. 

• Children take reading books home daily. 

• A bank of target High Frequency Words (HFW) from the Letters and Sounds (L and S) 
scheme are sent home every half term.  



• Children regularly experience adults modelling reading to them, Shared Reading is 
encouraged.  

• The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) focuses on many areas for reading including 
interpreting texts regarding characters and inference. 

• Children are encouraged to define fiction and non-fiction texts.  

• Games involving word play, such as alliteration and rhyming are encouraged. 

• Children begin to decode sounds for reading.   

• Children are continually exposed to a variety of environmental print and parents/carers are 
encouraged to continue this practice at home. 

Year One: 

• Children are taught daily phonics lessons following the Letters and Sounds teaching 
programme. 

• Children take home a weekly spelling pattern sheet which explains the spelling pattern and 
rules that have been taught during the week and gives examples of how to practise the 
spelling pattern.  These are suggestions to assist parents in making spelling practise exciting 
and engaging, yet purposeful. 

• Sound books are still referred to for those children for whom phonic knowledge needs 
consolidating. 

• Guided Reading sessions allow further development of reading skills following age related 
expectations – especially comprehension skills and inference.  

Year Two: 

• Children are taught daily phonics lessons following the Letters and Sounds teaching 
programme. 

• Children take home a weekly spelling pattern sheet which explains the spelling pattern and 
rules that have been taught during the week and gives examples of how to practise the 
spelling pattern.  These are suggestions to assist parents in making spelling practise exciting 
and engaging, yet purposeful. 

• Guided Reading sessions continue with a focus on comprehension. There is emphasis 
placed on comprehension and inference skills – ‘Reading between the lines’ – to develop 
greater understanding of the text and allow opportunities for higher level thinking. 
 

School activities promoting reading: 

• World Book Day – encouraging children to discuss favourite books, make story webs, adults 
read their own books alongside children 

• Author visits  

• Use of ICT to read books, make books and carry out a range of research 

• Bug Club  

• Peer evaluations 

• Buddy reading 

• Links with our local library and trips organised  

• Whole school sponsored Readathon 

  



Reading for Pleasure Policy 

“Reading for pleasure is key to boosting a young person’s life chances.” 
Nick Gibb, Schools Minister (2012) 

 

“If we don’t learn to love books, we don’t read. And if we don’t read widely, we don’t think 
deeply.” 

Michael Rosen 
 

We believe at Horley Infant School that all children should be provided with the opportunities to 
develop a love of reading and an appreciation of literature for both enjoyment and information.  

At Horley Infant School Staff and Governors are committed to developing an environment which 
actively supports and encourages reading for pleasure as we believe this is a core part of every 
child’s educational entitlement, whatever their background or attainment. We have created our 
Reading for Pleasure Policy because we value the importance of exposure to a range of high quality 
texts both during and outside of formal English lessons and know it can make a huge contribution 
to children’s educational and personal development.  
 
We aim to build a reading culture within our school which, by embedding reading for pleasure 
opportunities, will successfully benefit our children’s: 

• Reading attainment and writing ability 

• Text comprehension and grammar 

• Breadth of vocabulary 

• Positive reading attitudes 

• Greater self-confidence as a reader 

• Pleasure in reading in later life 

• General knowledge 

• A better understanding of other cultures 

• Community participation 

• A greater insight into human nature and decision-making 
Clark and Rumbold (2006) 

 

We aim to promote the concepts of reading for ‘fun’, ‘enjoyment’ and ‘pleasure’. We include and use 
a range of texts as part of our English Curriculum as well as offer the opportunity for sustained 
reading from a range of other self‐chosen fiction and non‐fiction texts from classroom Reading Areas 
and the School Library. We are committed to ensuring that children have access to our school 
reading resources. This is in addition to their levelled reading book. Our varied selection of library 
books reflects a range of cultures and nationalities and children have access to dual language 
picture books. Literature content is also varied to engage children’s differing interests as well as 
support discussions on PSHE topics.  
 
To demonstrate the different purposes and uses of reading, we promote reading in different formats. 
Children have access to reading books, newspapers, picture books, information books, big book 
texts to share, as well as eBooks on Bug Club and Espresso.  
 

Adults are heavily involved in developing a love of reading with the children they work with. We 
believe that all staff and adults who work at Horley Infant School, as well as visitors from the local 
community, should be role models for reading and staff are encouraged to become involved in 
themed reading weeks and reading activities. Where possible, we invite parents and families in to 
listen and read with children. Where we feel children may have little access to good quality books 
at home to read or share regularly, we ensure there are opportunities for children to read with adults 
in school outside of the allocated reading sessions. 

 



Further ways we promote reading for pleasure across our school are: 

• Promoting the use of our School Library by inviting children to take books home.  After school 
library sessions take place two days a week. We are regularly review our library in order to 
improve it’s appeal and attraction and this will be an on-going project involving the whole 
school. 
 

• Where there are links with authors in our community we ensure that we foster them and 
create opportunities for children to talk and work with authors and illustrators. 

 

• Each class has access to a focus author collection to read during story time and at free time 
during the day. We aim to provide children with opportunities to compare texts by particular 
authors or illustrators, build preferences and develop an interest in each author – introducing 
them to the author behind the story. 

 

• Each classroom has a Reading Area including picture books, poetry books, information 
books, newspapers and levelled reading books. Children can access and choose books from 
their Reading Area at different points during the school day.  
 

• All children have access to Bug Club. In Reception children will be using this online resource 
as part of whole class or group activities. In Year 1 and 2, children have independent access 
to this online reading world via a secure and personalised password which they can use at 
school and at home.  
 

• We have direct links with our local Library and visits are organised regularly.  
 

• In all Year groups, teachers select and incorporate high quality texts as part of story time. 

 

• We promote reading by organising themed events, World Book Day and the sponsored 
Readathon in school.  
 

• In Reception, teachers embrace the BookTime scheme run by The Book Trust annually 
promoting the link of reading at school and home. 
 

• To further develop relationships with vulnerable children, the Home-School Link Worker 
shares books with children. 
 

• In Year 1, children can choose to read independently or with their peers once they have 
completed their focused task as part of their ‘Independent Learning’ time. Children are 
encouraged to bring in their favourite books, magazines or comics to show their peers during 
‘Sharing Time’ at the end of each day. 
 

• In Year 2, English planning has a focus on famous authors and children are immersed into 
learning about the life of different authors, not only their books. 

We are committed to evaluating our Reading for Pleasure Policy and making changes to meet 
the needs of our children. 
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